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What is the Structure of the Anglais Curriculum? 

The graphic below represents a more focused view of the anglais curriculum – one that examines 
the structure and infrastructure of curriculum. This nested system shows the interrelationship of 
components of curriculum while placing focus on how each has a particular function. 

The anglais curriculum identifies the 4 big ideas (practices) that ground all teaching and learning 
in anglais while also describing how learners might enact these practices at different points in 
time. The practices and the elements that characterize them are common across Grade 4 to 
Grade 12. Descriptors support teachers in reflecting on student learning and progress by 
describing how learners enact the 4 practices and elements. Descriptors help teachers build 
profiles of student learning at points over time. Descriptors are further characterized by 
samplings of observable behaviours (what learners might say or do). 

Each piece of the structural design must be viewed as part of a whole, where each plays a 
particular function when planning for, playing out, and reflecting on teaching, learning, and 
assessment in anglais. Information follows to further explain each part and its function within 
the whole. 

Structural Design of the Anglais Curriculum 

Practices 

Elements 

Grade 
Band 

Descriptors 

Sample 
Observable 
Behaviours 

Practices: The anglais curriculum identifies four practices which represent the big ideas of the 
discipline. These practices name the valued ways of knowing, thinking, and doing of the 
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discipline. Teachers would, therefore, design learning experiences in such a way that learners 
have opportunity to enact all four practices. 

Elements: Each practice is characterized by elements. These represent how the practices are 
generally enacted from Grade 4 to Grade 12. The Elements provide a focus for instruction and 
learners enhance their practice by improving their use of these elements. 

Grade Band Descriptors: Descriptors support teachers in reflecting on student learning and 
progress by describing how learners enact the four anglais practices and elements. 
Descriptors help teachers build profiles of practice at the end of a grade band as well as at all 
grade levels. Descriptors also help teachers to focus instruction and learning within rich learning 
contexts. 

Grade bands support teacher teams, individual teachers, and multilevel teachers in taking a 
more longitudinal view of the learning and planning for learning. The grade bands also provide 
support for teachers in planning for, teaching, and assessing student learning at various points 
along the continuum. Grade bands recognize that learning develops over time and across 
multiple contexts. 

Anglais Programme français Grade Bands 

Grade Band 4 
Grade 4 

Grade Band 6 
Grades 5 and 6 

Grade Band 8 
Grades 7 and 8 

Français Programme français 

Stade 1 
Maternelle 

Stade 2 
1re et 2e années 

Stade 3 
3e et 4e années 

Stade 4 
5e et 6e années 

Stade 5 
7e et 8e années 

English Language Arts Grade Bands English Program 

K to 2 Grade 3 to 5 Grade 6 to 8 

Sample Observable Behaviours: Sample observable behaviours capture multiple ways that 
learners may show their learning. These possibilities are not exhaustive nor are they designed 
to be used as a checklist. Sample observable behaviours provide various concrete examples of 
what learners at different grade levels might say or do in relation to descriptors. These reflect 
various forms of learning evidence from classroom observations, conversations, and 
products/processes captured within rich learning experiences. 
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Grade Band Descriptors - Anglais at a glance 

The anglais curriculum describes learning in grade bands and helps describe learning by grades. 
The grade bands (Grade 4, Grades 5 and 6, Grades 7 and 8) support teacher teams, individual 
teachers, and multilevel teachers in taking a more longitudinal view of the learning and planning 
for learning. The grade bands provide support for teachers in planning for, teaching, and 
assessing student learning at various points along the continuum. Grade bands recognize that 
learning develops over time and across multiple contexts. Grade levels provide a way to look at 
learning in shorter periods of time. Descriptors should always be seen in the context of the 
practices as these provide descriptions of the ways that learners enact the practices in rich 
learning experiences. 

Descriptors also help teachers plan for intentional teaching and learning within rich learning 
experiences. The language of descriptors (e.g., learners are using . . . or learners are responding . 
. .) suggests that these enactments are a process that occurs over the course of the grade band 
from emerging or beginning to more independent enactments. How these descriptors look and 
sound will vary based on learners and contexts. Sample observable behaviours provide windows 
into teachers’ capturing of evidence (through observations, conversations, and processes/ 
products) at different grade levels. 

Sample observable behaviours also show how learners will use different Anglais strands 
(speaking, listening, reading, writing, viewing, and representing) or multiple strands at once to 
show their learning. The anglais curriculum continues to expect that learners enact the four 
practices using all of the strands and blends of them. The following charts provide an outline of 
the grade band descriptors for each anglais practice. 

Descriptors for the anglais curriculum are described in: 

 Anglais at a glance - The practice of using language as ...

 Anglais at a glance – GRADE BAND 4

 Anglais at a glance – GRADE BAND 6

 Anglais at a glance – GRADE BAND 8
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