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BLM – Feelings in Inquiry

As students engage in an Inquiry Process, they experience a range of feelings that teachers need to be aware of. Dr. Kuhlthau observed students and identified those feelings and when they tended to occur.

This informs teachers that what they observe in students is normal and to be expected. It allows the teacher to plan ahead to meet the needs of the students and offer support when they need it to carry them through to a happy conclusion.

Students who are scaffolded and can use inquiry tools effectively (See BLM – Planning an Inquiry) will tend to show a lesser range of feelings and will be more confident throughout the process. 

	Inquiry
	Question
	Plan
	Gather
	Make Sense
	Produce
	Communicate
	Reflect

	Feelings
	Uncertain
	Optimistic
	Confused

Frustrated

Doubtful
	Clarity
	Direction

Confidence
	Satisfaction

Disappointment


References:

Alberta Learning. Focus on Inquiry. 2004.

http://education.alberta.ca/media/313361/focusoninquiry.pdf 
Humboldt State University Library. Kuhlthau's Model of the Stages of the Information Process. 1993.
http://library.humboldt.edu/ic/general_competency/kuhlthau.html
















































