User Guide
LwICT Professional Learning Experiences

On this website, you will find two kinds of Professional Learning Experiences (PLEs): 
· those related to one of the seven principles of Literacy with ICT (LwICT) and 
· those related to a particular subject of interest for LwICT.

Why did we create PLEs?

After holding many workshops for divisional LwICT implementation teams, we realized that many teachers had similar questions and needs. These PLEs are designed to answer those questions and fill those needs.

How can the PLEs be used?

The PLEs are designed to be used in a self-directed manner, like a tutorial. We know that teachers have busy lives and that many expectations are placed upon them, including those for professional learning. In providing a tutorial-like resource, we hope that teachers can learn at their own pace and convenience as they take the time they need to become familiar and comfortable with Literacy with ICT Across the Curriculum.

A section called “See also: related online PLEs” brings attention to topics that are related to the PLE. Teachers may consider learning about those related topics the next time they engage in a PLE.

Teachers are not expected to report back to the LwICT website about completion of a PLE.

Who can use the PLEs?

The PLEs are available online at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/tech/lict/teachers/ple.html 
Anyone with Internet access can find them and use them, whether in Manitoba or elsewhere.

Some teachers may like to share in the learning with colleagues, or to use the PLE for staff presentations.

How can the PLEs support my teaching?
The “Applying” step of each PLE describes strategies to help teachers put into practice the concepts outlined in the PLE, in the classroom.

What is found in the template for each PLE?

Below is an explanation of the components found in each PLE.
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Professional Learning Experience

TITLE
OVERVIEW

The overview gives the user an idea of what the PLE is about and what to expect to learn.

GUIDING QUESTION(S)
Guiding questions are designed to give direction to the learning. 
CONTINUUM / CURRICULUM CONNECTION: 

Connections are made to Big Ideas or to specific descriptors in the LwICT Continuum, as well as to any of the curricular areas where they apply.

SUGGESTED LEARNING RESOURCES 

Print:

Print resources that support the PLE are listed here in a bibliography, by alphabetical order. A URL is also given when the resource is available online, such as for Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth documents. A short annotation is included when appropriate. 
Black Line Masters

Black Line Masters (BLMs) titles are listed here. These BLMs are available in the PLE itself, following the learning experience component.

Information Links:

Online resources that support the PLE as a whole are listed here. Implementation Links are listed further down. Some annotations may be included to direct the teacher to a specific section of interest in the URL. Suggested search terms are also given to guide further online exploration for the teacher.
See also: related online professional learning experiences
This is a list of other PLEs that relate to the current one. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LEARNING

Suggestions for learning are outlined in the following three stages. The first two stages are designed to help the teacher think about what they already know and then to learn further about the topic, the last stage, divided in three sub-sections, offers strategies to apply in the classroom.
Activating My Prior Knowledge about XYZ:

When a suggestion is made in the “Activating” or “Acquiring” stage to look up a given resource, the teacher will find that resource in the print resources or in the Information Links list above.
Acquiring Information about XYZ:

· Finding out the basic information

· Learning more about XYZ
Applying XYZ in My Classroom: 
· What does XYZ look like in my classroom?

· How do I get my students involved in XYZ?

· What resources can be used for XYZ?

Implementation Links

The links listed in this section directly support the “Applying” step. When a suggestion is made in that step to look up a given resource, the teacher will find that resource and the link for it in this list of implementation links.

SUGGESTIONS FOR ASSESSMENT

The suggestions found in this component are designed to help the teacher reflect upon the PLE.

· Personal Journaling: 

· Providing Feedback:

· Observing Students:

