
Contents	 v

Contents
Acknowledgements	 ix

Preface	 1

How to Read these Profiles	 1

Introduction	 3

What is Judaism? A Brief Summary	 3

Judaism in Canada and the World	 6

Judaism in Canada	 7

Jewish Presence in Manitoba	 11

Origins of Judaism	 15

Development of Judaism Timeline Chart 	 16

Significant Texts and Writings	 23

Language	 23

Key Writings/Scriptures	 24

The Torah	 24

The Tanach	 24

The Mishnah (The Oral Torah)	 25

The Talmud	 26

Other Significant Jewish Religious Texts	 26

The Books of Judaism Graphic	 29

Foundational Beliefs, Concepts, and Ideas	 31

Conceptual Foundations	 31

The Nature of God	 31

God’s Names	 31

13 Principles of Faith	 32

Sacrifices	 33

Prayers and Blessings	 34

Life and Death	 34

Bar Mitzvah / Bat Mitzvah	 35

Marriage	 35



vi	 Judaism: A Supplemental Resource for Grade 12 World of Religions: A Canadian Perspective

Change and Evolution	 41

Stages in the Development of Judaism: A Historical Perspective	 41

Early Roots	 42

Diversity of Judaism	 49

Diversity of Religious Interpretation and Practice	 49

Orthodox Judaism	 49

Reform Judaism	 51

Conservative Judaism	 52

Reconstructionist Judaism	 53

Cultural Diversity	 54

Significant Persons/Founders	 57

Historical Figures	 57

Abraham	 57

Jacob	 57

Moses (c.1391–c.1271 BCE)	 58

Rashi (1040–1105 CE)	 58

Maimonides/Rambam (1135–1204 CE)	 59

Nachmanides/Ramban (1194–1270)	 60

Theodor Herzl (1860–1904)	 60

Religious / Community Leaders	 61

Rabbis	 61

Rebbe	 62

Cantors	 62

Gabbai	 63

Kohein	 63

Levi	 64

Tzaddik	 64

Sharing Responsibilities	 64

Practices, Rituals, and Symbols	 65

Role and Status of Women	 65

In Biblical Times	 65

Talmudic Times	 66



Contents	 vii

Traditional Role as a Wife and Mother	 66

Women’s Mitzvot: Nerot, Challah, and Niddah	 67

Women’s Holiday: Rosh Chodesh	 67

The Role of Women in the Synagogue	 68

Women in Contemporary Judaism	 69

Women as Rabbi’s and Religious Leaders in Reform, Conservative, and  
Reconstructionist Judaism	 69

Women as Rabbis and Religious Leaders in Orthodox Judaism	 70

Symbols	 72

Mezuzah	 72

Tzitzit and Tallit	 73

Tefillin	 73

Menorah	 73

Chai	 74

Star of David	 74

Art and Aesthetics	 74

Judaism Modesty Requirements	 75

Clothing	 75

Food	 78

Foods Which Are Permitted and Foods That Are Not Permitted	 79

Fasting (Ta’anit or Taanis)	 81

Significant Times and Dates	 83

Festivals	 83

The Jewish Calendar	 83

Israeli/Jewish National Holidays and Days of Remembrance	 84

Descriptions of a Few of the More Significant and Popular Festivals and Special Days	 84

Places	 91

World	 91

Israel	 91

Jerusalem	 91

Temple Mount	 91

The Western (Wailing) Wall	 92

Gathering Places/Places of Practice	 93

Historical	 93

Contemporary	 94



viii	 Judaism: A Supplemental Resource for Grade 12 World of Religions: A Canadian Perspective

Functions of a Synagogue	 94

Gathering Places in Manitoba	 97

Modern Judaism: Issues and Challenges	 99

Who Is a Jew? Multifaith, Multicultural, Multilingual, and Multiracial Diversity  
in Families	 99

A Question of Identity, Shared Culture, and History	 100

A Question of Matrilineal or Patrilineal Descent?	 100

The Challenge of Mixed Marriages	 102

The Situation in Israel	 103

Antisemitism 2.0	 104

Israel, Middle East Conflict, and the Arab World	 107

Countering Religious Extremism	 109

Impact on Manitoba and Canada	 109

Teaching/Learning Resources	 111

Books	 111

Judaism	 111

Israel-Palestine	 111

Middle East	 112

Glossaries	 113

Audio Glossaries	 113

Text Glossaries	 113

Profiles	 114

Videos	 114

Middle East Conflict	 116

Websites	 116

Judaism	 116

Palestine-Israel Conflict	 118

Infographics	 118

References	 119

Image Acknowledgements	 123




