
Contents	 v

Contents
Acknowledgements	 vii

Purpose	 1

Delivery of the Course	 1

Introduction	 3

Religious Diversity in Canada	 3

Understanding Our History: Overcoming Intolerance and Working Towards Acceptance	 5

Towards Religious Literacy	 8

Difference between Teaching of Religion and Teaching about Religion	 10

Education and Religion	 13

Theoretical Foundations	 15

What Is Religion?	 15

What Are Some of the Different Approaches to Studying Religious Diversity?	 16

Guidelines	 19

What Approach Will We Use to Explore Religious Diversity? 	 20

Course Outline	 21

How Do We Study Religious Diversity in a Fair, Respectful, and Non-Judgemental  
Manner?	 22

How Important is Inter- and Intra-Religious Diversity?	 22

Which Religions Do We Explore?	 23

How Do We Deal with Sensitive and/or Conflictual Ethical and Social Issues?	 24

Essential Questions and Enduring Understandings	 27

Overarching (Diversity of Religions):  
Essential Questions	 28

Overarching (Diversity of Religions):  
Enduring Understandings	 29

Religion Specific: Essential Questions	 31

Religion Specific: Enduring Understandings	 31



vi	 Grade 12 World of Religions: A Canadian Perspective

Suggestions for Teaching and Learning	 35

Religion Backgrounders/Profiles for Teacher Reference and Use	 35

Developing a Respectful Classroom Community	 36

Guidelines for Selecting Which Religious Perspectives to Study	 40

Teaching and Assessment Tools	 41

Selecting Learning Resources	 44

Teaching and Learning Resources	 45

Religious Education Guidelines	 45

Cultural Sensitivity and Inclusive Classrooms	 46

Dealing with Sensitive or Conflictual Ethical and Social Issues	 46

Canada Religious Diversity Statistics and Information	 46

World Religions—Religious Diversity Curricula	 47

Diversity of Religion: Websites	 47

Multifaith Calendars	 52

Religious Diversity Texts	 52

Resources Available from Manitoba Education Library	 54

Examples of Teaching Units	 54

Student Project Examples	 54

Appendices	 55

Bibliography	 55

Works Cited	 59




