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General Outcome 1

Students will listen, speak, read,

write, view, and represent to explore

thoughts, feelings, and experiences.

1.2 Clarify and Extend

1.2.2 Explain Opinions

Articulate, represent, and

explain personal viewpoints

clearly.

Connections to Consider:

2.2 Respond to Texts

4.4 Present and Share

5.1 Develop and Celebrate

Community

5.2 Encourage, Support, and Work

Together
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SUGGE
STED

LEARN
ING

RESOU
RCES

Students begin to understand their environment and the issues

involved in their daily world by examining their personal

understandings and developing their own viewpoints. Essential to

this process are skills for presenting personal viewpoints to others in

concise and interesting ways. Critical listening, viewing, and reading

skills provide students with additional information and ideas which,

when evaluated, cause them to revise personal opinions. Model an

attitude of critical literacy for students and encourage students to

seek others’ feedback and viewpoints in extending their own

thinking.

Teaching and Learning Strategies

� Modelling

Expose students to various viewpoints — including those of

guest speakers, elders, and community leaders — to provide

them with many experiences on which to base personal

viewpoints. Discussing personal viewing experiences, reading

aloud various viewpoints, and expressing personal responses, as

well as sharing editorial or reviewers’ comments, helps students

develop critical literacy. Encourage students to engage in debates

and discussions to help them recognize the value of critical

literacy in a democracy.

� Cross-Curricula Connection

Discuss the role of debating various viewpoints in public forums

in Greek democracy.

� Mini-Controversies

With student input, choose a familiar topic that presents a

controversy or specific point of view. “Do you prefer rock music

or country music?” “Should young offenders who commit violent

crimes be moved to adult court?” “Should parents restrict

children’s access to the Internet?” are some examples. In groups,

students decide which side they will choose and then prepare at

least three supporting arguments. After they have agreed upon

and written down their arguments, students represent their

arguments on chart paper, using pictures and symbols only.

Students share their representations using the following format: 

• Group spokesperson shares the original question

• Group shows their representation without speaking or

explaining

SUGGESTIONS FOR INSTRUCTION

(continued)

(1.2.2) Assess students’ skills in explaining personal viewpoints in

classroom learning experiences during the school year. Over time,

students should demonstrate progress in their ability to express

viewpoints and support opinions, and should show evidence of

flexibility and willingness to change when new evidence warrants

new thinking.

Focus for Assessment

Is the student able to:

• explain viewpoints clearly and meaningfully?

• use a variety of media to explain viewpoints?

• integrate information and revise personal understandings?

� Observation

Observations should include a focus on students’ ability to:

• state opinions clearly and with supporting evidence

• listen to alternative viewpoints and respond to critical aspects

of the argument

• flexibly consider new information and revise viewpoints

when evidence suggests the need to do so

(See Strategies chapter, p. 266.)

� Conferences

In conferences, students demonstrate their abilities to articulate,

represent, and explain personal viewpoints on a variety of topics

in many different contexts. Have students identify their strengths

in explanation and representation of their viewpoints. Note

clarity of articulation and organization. Encourage students to

identify challenging topics and skills and their targets for

improvement.

� Work Samples

Have students collect print and non-print work samples. Use the

following criteria to analyze work samples illustrating

viewpoint:

• states viewpoint clearly and with supporting information

• demonstrates evidence of revision of viewpoint

• states new understanding clearly and with supporting

information

SUGGESTIONS FOR ASSESSMENT

(continued)
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