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Freedom of Speech or Protection against Hate Speech?

In the past few years, many radical speakers on both the far left and the

far right have been prevented from speaking on university campuses due

to protests from opposing viewpoints. For example, Ann Coulter (author

of In Trump We Trust) was initially banned from speaking at University of
California, Berkeley, which was ironically the stronghold of the Free Speech
Movement that took place in the 1960s. The reason for the ban was stated as
“active security threats,” although many far-right supporters of Ms. Coulter
suggest it was an infringement of her right to free speech (BBC News).
Protesters often cite hate speech as their rationale for preventing people

who speak hateful rhetoric from entering their campus. This was the case
for students at Middlebury College who peacefully protested social scientist
Charles Murray by standing up during his speech with signs reading: “Your
message is hatred, we cannot tolerate it” (CBC). Should campuses be a haven
for free speech regardless of what is said? Or are campuses meant to be a
haven for students who feel threatened by speakers’ hateful speech? What are
we losing if we do not allow dissenting voices to meet?
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