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A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s

Manitoba Education gratefully acknowledges the contributions of the following individuals 
who graciously shared their impressive depth and breadth of knowledge and experience in the 
development of Educators’ Resource Guide: Supporting Students Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing, 
both the original 2009 edition and this revised edition. 

This endeavour reflects the willingness of individuals holding diverse philosophies to put aside 
professional differences and collaborate in the best interest of students who are Deaf or hard of 
hearing (DHH).

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”
– Helen Keller

Contributors to 2009 Educators’ Resource Guide 
Introduction Section Terry Leslie

Consultant for the Deaf/
Hard of Hearing

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Kathy Melnyk, Principal
Teacher of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing

Manitoba School for the Deaf
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Len Mitchell (Deaf)*
Supervisor, Student Life 
and Services

Manitoba School for the Deaf
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Hearing Loss Section Marilyn Dowbenko
Audiologist

Child Guidance Clinic

Sarah Kelly
Family Support Worker

Winnipeg Regional Health Authority

Mar Koskie (Deaf)
Facilitator, Interpreter 
Consultant, Parent

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Jerri-Lee MacKay
Audiologist

Child Guidance Clinic

Kristy Schmidt
Audiologist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Communication 
Section

Shauna Arbuckle
Speech-Language 
Pathologist

Manitoba School for the Deaf 
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

* The names in bold identify the chairs of the respective section committees.
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Marion Bremner
Social Worker, Director

Society for Manitobans with Disabilities

Debbie Brown
Auditory-Verbal Therapist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Bonnie Eliuk
Speech-Language 
Pathologist

Child Guidance Clinic

Charlotte Enns
Associate Professor
Speech-Language 
Pathologist

University of Manitoba

Bev Geddes
Speech-Language 
Pathologist

Child Guidance Clinic
Manitoba School for the Deaf

Karen Graham
Teacher of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing

St. James-Assiniboia School Division/Winnipeg 
School Division

Elaine Litvak
Speech-Language 
Pathologist

Society for Manitobans with Disabilities

Christine Spink-Mitchell 
(Deaf)
ASL Specialist

Manitoba School for the Deaf
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Natasha Tuck
Teacher of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing

Society for Manitobans with Disabilities

Education Section Tracey Avery
Teacher of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing

Society for Manitobans with Disabilities

Signe Badger
Consultant for the Deaf/
Hard of Hearing

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Carmela Castellano 
Sinclair
ASL-English Interpreter

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Bonnie Heath
Interpreter, Executive 
Director

E-Quality Communication Centre of Excellence 
(ECCOE)
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Cindy Neil (Hard of 
Hearing)
Teacher of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing

St. James-Assiniboia School Division

Nancy Schenkeveld
Teacher of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing
Manager

Winnipeg School Division and
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit 
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Suzanne St. Yves
ASL-English Interpreter

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Identity Section Bruce Koskie (Deaf/HH)
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Counsellor

Society for Manitobans with Disabilities

Liana Price
Teacher

Manitoba School for the Deaf
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Kyra Zimmer (Deaf)
Instructor, Parent

Red River College

Toolkit Section Bruce Koskie (Deaf)
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Counsellor

Society for Manitobans with Disabilities

Len Mitchell (Deaf)
Supervisor, Student 
Life and Services

Manitoba School for the Deaf
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Nancy Schenkeveld
Teacher of the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing
Manager

Winnipeg School Division and
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit 
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Parent Review 
Committee

Pam Campbell Two daughters are DHH with cochlear implants 
(at ages 16 and 21), use oral language, attended 
neighbourhood school

Gail and Lorne Cielen Son is DHH, attended neighbourhood school, 
uses ASL/oral language

Evelyn and Lorne 
Richards

Son is Deaf, attended Manitoba School for the 
Deaf/neighbourhood high school for Grades 11 
and 12, uses ASL and written English

Holly Smith Son is DHH with a cochlear implant, attends 
neighbourhood school, uses ASL/oral language

Cindy Stewart Son is DHH, attended neighbourhood school, 
uses ASL/oral language
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Consultation Group Joanna Blais Program and Student Services Branch 
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Marnie Erb Manitoba Association of School Trustees

Janice Hill Student Services Administrators’ Association of 
Manitoba

Sandra McCaig Manitoba Association of School Superintendents

Linda Meads Manitoba Association of Parent Councils

Karen Priestley Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit 
Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth

Leslie Sisco Manitoba Teachers’ Society

Contributors to 2021 Revised Edition

Shauna Arbuckle
Speech-Language 
Pathologist

Clinical Support Services
Winnipeg School Division

Debbie Brown
Auditory-Verbal Therapist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Jennifer Oomah 
Auditory-Verbal Therapist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Janelle Kent
Auditory-Verbal Therapist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Sameena Khalique
Speech-Language 
Pathologist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Terry Leslie
Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing 
Manager

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services
Society for Manitobans with Disabilities

Kristy Mackie
Audiologist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Cindy Neil (Hard of 
Hearing)
Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing

St. James-Assiniboia School Division
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Barb Neufeld
Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing

Winnipeg School Division

Justyn Pisa
Audiologist Coordinator

Surgical Hearing Implant Program
Health Sciences Centre

Irene Scarrow
Audiologist

Southern Health-Santé Sud

Daniela Stangherlin
Audiologist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Kathy Solmundson
(after July 2013)

Independent Consultant

Jacob Sulkers
Audiologist

Central Speech and Hearing Clinic

Natasha Tuck
Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing

Manitoba Possible (formerly Society for 
Manitobans with Disabilities)

Manitoba Education 
Staff 

Joanna Blais
Director
(until December 2015)

Inclusion Support Branch

Louise Boissonneault
Coordinator
(after March 2010)

Information and Web Services Unit
Business Support Services Branch

Lee-Ila Bothe
Coordinator
(until February 2010)

Document Production Services Unit
Educational Resources Branch

Kristin Grapentine
Desktop Publisher

Information and Web Services Unit
Business Support Services Branch

Taylor Hallenbeck (Hard of 
Hearing) Consultant for the 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing 
(until June 2015)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit

Allan Hawkins
Director
(after January 2016)

Inclusion Support Branch

Elaine Litvak
Speech-Language 
Pathologist and AV/Spoken 
Language Consultant

Student Services Unit
Inclusion Support Branch
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Len Mitchell (Deaf)
Supervisor, Student Life and 
Services
(until June 2017)

Manitoba School for the Deaf

Cyril Parent
Desktop Publisher
(until March 2019)

Document Production Services Unit
Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment 
Branch

Marjorie Poor
Publications Editor

Information and Web Services Unit
Business Support Services Branch

Karen Priestley
Coordinator
Project Manager
(until April 2016)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit
Inclusion Support Branch

Sarah Rabu (Deaf)
ASL Specialist/Teacher

Manitoba School for the Deaf

Nancy Schenkeveld
Coordinator
(after April 2016)
Project Leader  
(from July 2013 to 
January 2020)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit
Inclusion Support Branch

Kathy Solmundson
Speech-Language 
Pathologist, Teacher of the 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing
Project Leader  
(until June 2013)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Unit
Inclusion Support Branch




