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Description/Onuc

This Grade 3 Unit on Ukraine is intended to support the implementation of the Manitoba
social studies curriculum in schools offering Ukrainian—English Bilingual programming.
The unit was conceptualized and developed by two teachers, Marianna Cap and
Alexandra Nazarevich.

The unit is composed of five modules or “lessons” (Ypok) that serve to introduce learners
to Ukraine, its peoples, and its culture. Each lesson provides teachers with blackline
masters for use in the classroom, short articles, visual resources, and links to references
and additional resources.

The five lessons are as follows:

e Lesson 1/ ¥Ypoxk 1 introduces learners to the unit and the geography of Ukraine. It
begins with activating activities designed to draw on students’ prior knowledge of
Ukraine, and highlights important symbols.

e Lesson 2/ ¥Ypok 2 explores the climate, flora and fauna, and natural regions of
Ukraine.

e Lesson 3/ ¥Ypok 3 explores the history of Ukraine and the contributions of people of
Ukrainian origins throughout the world.

e Lesson 4/ Ypoxk 4 expands learners’ vocabulary related to the flora and fauna of
Ukraine and common household articles.

e Lesson 5/ VYpok 5 explores Ukrainian culture, highlighting significant festivals and
traditions.



YKPAIHA 3 KJAC YPOK 3

Credits—BIBJIIOI' PA®DISA

e Cover: Ukrainian Trident and maple leaves: Reproduced under licence by <www.istockphoto.com>.
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* The abandoned city of Pripyat with Chernobyl plant in the distance by Jason Minshull. Reproduced from
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:View_of Chernobyl taken from Pripyat.JPG> (public domain).

= The Ukrainian national flag raised outside Kyiv’s City Hall for the first time on 24 July 1990.
Reproduced from <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kiev_24.7.1990 Ukrainian_Flag.JPG> under the
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike Licence.

Page 26: Morning of the first day of the Orange Revolution by Serhiy. Reproduced from
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orange Revolution> under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
Share Alike Licence.

Page 27: Mural: Portrait of Viktor Yanukovych by Andrew J. Kurbiko. Reproduced from
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Viktor Yanukovych, painted portrait.jpg™> under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike Licence.

Page 29: Ukraine. Reproduced from Ukrmap at <http://ukrmap.su>.
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Im’s JlaTa

IcTopia Ykpainu

JoicropuuHnii mepion

MaaoHoKk Onuc

[lepia aronuHa 3’ IBUIIACs HA TEPUTOPIL
VYkpainu 300 tucsy poki Tomy. Li mroau
BUPOITYBAJIM 3€PHO 1 BUPOOJISUIM TOHYAPH1
BUPOOHU.

Kuszka mo6a

ManaoHoK Onuc

VY IX-X cromiTTsax copmyBanacs
KuiBcrka Pych — Bennka 1 MOTyTHS
JepxaBa, sIKOI0 KepyBaiu kHs31. Came B
et gac y 988 porti kusi3p Bomoaumup
Benukuii oxpectuB KuiBcbky Pych.

Ko3annka no6a

MaJaHoOK Onuc

VY XVI cronitti Bunukia 3anopizbka Ciy.
Ha Ciui sxunu ko3aku, a KepyBaB
Ko3akamu reTbMaH. CIIOBO KO3aK O3HAYAE
,,BUIbHA JroauHa.” Kozaku 6oposmcs 3
TypKaMmH 1 TaTapamu, a mi3HiIe — 3
MOJIBCHKUMU 1 POCIACHKUMHU BIACHKAMH.
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Im’s Hara

MockoBchbKa 100a

MaJHoOK Onuc

VY 1775 poii 3a HaKa30M POCIACHKOT
imneparpui Karepunu II pociiiceki BilicbKa
s Cid. Y 1760-80 pokax Oiiblina
yacTHHA YKpainu OyJa nmoHeBosieHa Pociero,
a 3ax1JIHOI0 YaCTHHOI YKpaiHu moyvasia
kepysaru llosbima.

Ykpaincbka Hapoana PecnyOJtika

MaaoHoK Onuc

VY 6epesni 1917 poky B Kuesi 0yio0 cTBOpeHO
Lentpansny Pany, siky ouonus Muxaino
['pymieBcekmii. A Bxe 20 mucronana 1917
poky Oyna yrBopeHa Ykpainceka Haponna
PecriyOmika. Ane Bxe y 1921 pori 6isbiia
yacTUHA YKpaiHU OMMHIIIACS IT1]1 BIIAJI0T0
Pocii, a 3axigna Pocis — mig Biaagoro Ilonsi.

Paasincbkuii nepion

MaJHoOK Onuc

Maiixe 70 pokiB Ykpaina Oyina mif BIaa0r0
Pocii. ¥ nieit wac Oyo 3HUIIEHO i
penpecoBaHO TUCAY1 YKpaiHIiB. TUIbKH y
1932-33 poxkax mija 4yac Toj0I0MOPY 3aTrHHYJIO
B11 7 10 10 M1JI6HOHIB JTIOIEH.

Ykpaina He3aj1e:KHA

MaJHoOK Onuc

24 cepnns 1991 poky BepxoBHa pana
YKpaiHu nporoJiocuia HE3IEKHY Y KpaiHy,
HiATBEPIKEHY BCEHAPOIHUM pedepeHaIyMOM
12 rpyauga 1991 poky.
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Im’s Hara

Baxusi ¢pakTu 3 icTopii Ykpainu

Bu3nau ko 11e ctaimocs.

IcTopuunuii paxkr Pik
1. | Xpemenns KuiBcrkoi Pyci BinOynocs y porti 988
1988
1432
2. | YkpaiHa crana He3aJIeKHO0 24 ceprHs POKYy. 2007
1991
1998
3. | Ilix yac T'omomomopy - POKIB 3arUHYJIO 1967-1968
Biz Tosony Bix 7 10 10 MiNbHOHIB JIFOACH. 14531454
1932—-1933
4. |V poti cranaca YopHoOuibcbka katactpoda — 1945
aBapist Ha YopHOOUIIbCHKIM €JIeKTPOCTaHIII1, BHACIIIOK SIKOi 1986
TepuTopiss Ykpainu Oysia 3a0pyHeHa HeOE3MeUHUMHU IS
JFOACHKOTO JKUTTS paiOaKTUBHUMH pedoBHHaMU. Temep Ha 1977

1 TEpUTOPIi HIXTO HE MOXKE KUTH, 1 HE BIJIOMO, YU 3MOXKE
KUTH B MalilOyTHHOMY.

5. |V poi BinOyBcs 01 mig Kpyramu mMixk congatamu 1918
YHP 1 6utpoBukamu. Bei o6oponni YHP 3arunymnm y 1945
HEPIBHOMY 0010.

1876

6. | 3amopizbka Ciu Oyna 3pyiiHOBaHa y porii 3a 1775
Haka3oM pociiicbkoi napuili Karepunu II. 1998

2003

7. | IlomapanueBa peBosolis Ha 4oii 3 Bikropom IOmenkom 2004

BiIOynacs y porti. JIroau Bipuiiy, 110 MicCst 1977

PEBOJTIOLIT KUTTS B YKpaiHi 3MIHUTHCS Ha Kpalie.
1894
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Im’s Hara

Baxusi ¢pakrTu 3 icropii Ykpainu (Bignosiai)

Bu3nau koim 1ie crajocs.

IcTopuunuii paxkr Pik

1. | Xpewmennsa Kuiscbkoi Pyci BinOynocs y 988 porri 988

1988
1432
2. | YkpaiHa crana HezanexHoto 24 cepnas 1991 poky. 2007
1991
1998

3. | [Tix gac I'omogomopy 19321933 pokiB 3aruHyIno BiJ TOJIOMY 1967-1968

Bi 7 no 10 MinbHOHIB JFOACH. 14531454
1932—-1933

4. | Y 1986 poui cranacs YopHoOunbcbka katactpoda — aBapisi Ha 1945
YopHOOUILCHKIN €eKTPOCTaHIII1, BHACIIIOK SIKOT TEPUTOPIs 1986
VYkpainu Oyina 3a0pyHeHa HeOE3MeUHUMHU IS JIF0ICBKOTO
KUTTS Pal0aKTUBHUMH peuoBHHAMU. Terep Ha 11 Teputopii 1977
HIXTO HE MOKE JKUTH, 1 HE BIJIOMO, UM 3MOKE KUTH B
MaiOyTHBOMY.

5. | Y 1918 pomi BigOyBcs 61 miig Kpyramu mixk commaramu YHP 1 1918
oinpmoBukamu. Bei o6oponni YHP 3arunynu y nepiBHOMY 1945
6010.

1876

6. | 3anopizbka Ciu Oyna 3pyitHoBaHa y 1775 pori 3a Haka3oM 1775

pociiicekoi napuili Karepunu II. 1998
2003

7. | [lomapanueBa peBosroList Ha yoJii 3 Bikropom FOmenkom 2004
Bi1Oynacs y 2004 porti. Jlroau BipuiH, 110 micis peBOJIOLIT 1977
KUTTS B YKpaiHi 3MIHUTHCS Ha Kpallle. Tean
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Im’st Jara

Ykpainui B Kanani

Baxxka mparis, peniriiini Ta HalllOHaJIbHI YTHCKH, BayKKa MOJITUYHA Ta EKOHOMIYHA
cuTyallis B YKpaidi 3MyIIyBajau yKpaiHI[iB 3JIMIIATH PIIHY 3eMJII0 YKpaiHu 1

PO3IMOYMHATH HOBE XKUTTS y uyKii cropoHi. Y Kanani, Cnonydenux Illtatax AMepuku
Ta ABCTpaJii )KuBe 0arato yKpaiHIliB, SKi MPUiXaau CIOAM Y MOIIYKaX KPamoro >KUTTS
U1 ceOe Ta CBOTX HITEM.

XBuJi Kommn? Ckinbku? XT10? Kyau?
eMirpamii
Iepma xBuas 1891-1914 170,000 bepmepu ManiTo0a
Ans0epTa
CackaueBaH
Jpyra xBuJjsi 1922-1939 68,000 bepmepu MamniTto0a
Ans0epTa
CackaueBaH
Tpers xBuJs 1946-1961 37,000 MOJIITUYH1 Mamnito0a
61)I<CHH13 Ans0epTa
HAYKOBIII,
hepmepu CackaueBaH
OnTapio
YerBepra 1991—n0 Tenep 10,000 pi3Hi Yci npoBiHIii
XBIJIA
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Im’st Jara

Yomy jaroau iMmmirpyBaau?

1. HosicHu YoMy yKkpaiHui OyJi¥ 3MyLIeHi 327 IMIIATH CBOIO PiAHY 3eMJII0?

2. 51k, HA TBOIO AYMKY, YKPAIHCBHKI eMIIPAHTH MOYYyBaJIM ce0e KOJIM MPUIXaJIu 10
qy:KUX Kpain?
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1.

XT0 51?

S8 2 8 0 L Ayl Bl Pl # PP e R E el e e e L b 2 2 L

S maponuscs 18 mrotoro 1919 poky B mrari [leHncinbpBaHis B poANHI YKPaTHCHKUX
immirpanTiB: Bornogumupa [ananika i 'anau I'pamsk. S OpaB akTuBHY y4acThb B
KUTTI YKpaiHCHKUX IMMIrpaHTiB B AMepuili. S ctaB akTopom 1 BurpaB «Ockap.” Ha
dbectuBani pociiicbkux ¢GiapMiB y ["osuTiBy 1 51 BIIMOBHUBCS BiJ] 3BaHHS HAPOIHOTO
aptucta Pocii, “S ykpainenp, a He pocisiHUH,” - CKa3aB s. ‘Sl TOBOpIO Ha IIECTH
MOBaX: YKpaiHCBKOI, pOCIMCHKOI0, 1TaTIChKOI0, (DPAHITY3ChKOIO Ta aHTIHCHKO0.”

Dk il R LR Bt I L Il EESEIIEE AT I I IR BT T T X 1 TR RERE Y T T T )

A naponuscs 29 BepecHs 1976 poxky B KuiBcbkiit obnacti. 1 ykpaincbkuid pyTOOICT.
S BuctynaB 3a iTamidicekuili kiny0 ‘“Minman” 1 30ipHy VYkpainu 3 Qyroomy. S
3acimykeHuM Mmaiictep cropty Ykpainu 3 2003 poky 1 HaropomKeHud HaMBHILOIO
JIep>KaBHOIO BIJI3HAKOIO JepxkaBu - “I'epoit Ykpainu.”

s & 8 0 L il Bl Pl #2990 Sl ey el L a2 2 2 L

S mioHep aMepuKaHCHKOTO JTiTakoOyayBaHHs. Sl Haponuscst B Kuei. Miit 6atbko OyB
BIJOMHM IcuxiaTpoM 1 rcuxosorom. Komu meni 6yio 20 pokiB st moOyayBaB CBiif
nepiuii Bepromt. Y 1918 poui st emirpyBas 1o CHIA ne 3acHyBaB KOMIIaH110
“Cikopcbkuit moBITpsiHUM [HxxuHUpIHT,” 1923 pik. S TakoK CTBOPUB TraHTCHKUI
mitak “lmns Mypomenp” (1913, Pocis), S-29A (CIIIA) Ta nepiiuii aMepruKaHChKUN
JiTak-ampioiro.

Dk ol Sld Dok el A ca@d i Lo d g bbb andt bodd g b e s X 1 TOE TEEE ¥ T ET T

A - cniBauka, MiaHiCTKa, TUPUTEHT, TAHIIOPUCTKA, MPOJIIOCED, ACTMyTaT, TPOMAICHKUN
nista. Y 2004 poky 3 micHero “/luki TaHI” s TepeMoriia y My3WYHOMY KOHKYpPCI
“€Bpobauenns” y CramOymi (Typeuunna).

L LRl 4 il el el S FS e 08 S F SRR B E G2 Sl g o B Sl L2 L0 2

A napomuBcs 6 cepnus 1928, y IlitcOypry, IlencunbBaniga. Sl amepukaHChKHI
XYJOKHUK YKPaTHCHKOTO MOXO/PKEHHA. Sl MpOCIaBUBCS HE TUIBKU K XYJO0KHUK, a U
K KiHOpEKUCE, MPOIIOCEP TPAMILIATIBOK i muchbMeHHHK. S momep y Hero-Mopky 22
mrotoro 1987 Bix indapkry. [licas miTyprii Moe Ti10 OyJ0 MOXoBaHe Ha YKPaiHCHbKOMY
rpeKo-KaToiuibkoMy kiajgoBuii iM. CB. IBana Xpecturens B IlitcOypry. Mos
TBOpYa criajauHa OyJia HaCTUIbKU BEJIMKOIO, 110 PO3MPOAaK MOTO MaifHa Ha ayKL10H1
Cot6i B Helo-Mopky 3aTsriyBest Ha 9 amiB. 3aranbHa BapTicTh IPOAAHOro ckiana 20
MUJIBHOHIB J0JIapiB.

L2 L8 2 4 il el 4 el S H v e e R e e Sl i e el L2 222
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6.

7.

8.

g LT o & & PR T PR GEERIEEE B rDd g SR i &® i LY *

3 TUTHHCTBA s 3aXOIUIIOBABCS PI3HUMH BHIaMU €IMHOOOPCTB, ajie HaJaBaB NepeBary
KIKOOKCHUHTY. Sl IIICTh pa3iB CTaBaB YEMITIIOHOM CBITY 3 KikOokcuHTy. [li3Hime s
3anikaBuBcs OokcoM. Tenep s yeMmioH 3 OOKCY y CynepBaXkKiii Baropiii kateropii.
HesBaxkarouu Ha Te, 1110 BCl Ha3uBarTh MeHe “Dr. Ironfist,” s po3MoBisio 4 MoBaMu 1
€ 1okTopoM (itocodii. Y meHe Opat, Ikl TaKOXK € BETUKHUI OOKCep 1 BITIOMUN K
“Dr. Steel Hammer.”

v R0 L L i iy i S L SR E L AR RS d L Bl Rl L RS L L e B0 S e

A nmaponunacst 17 rpynns 1975 poky B Kueni. I amepukaHchka akTpuca, My3UKaHT 1
MOJIeJIb CepOChKOT0, POCIMCHKOTO M YKPaiHCHKOIO MOXOKEHHS, ypoakenka Kuepa.
3anucana aBa anpoomu. Ha mepmomy: The Divine Comedy s 3ammcana yKpaiHCBKY
HapoAHy micHi0 “Oif y rato, npu HdyHnato,” a y 1993 s 3anucana “IlicHio qyXuHIs”
(aarn. The Alien Song) no dinemy “Iling xaiidom B cym’siTTi.”
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51 ykpaiHChKUIA TTOJIITUK, SIKUI CTaB TPETIM MPE3UACHTOM YKpaiHU, TOYUHAIOYH 3
HaOyTTs He3anexkHocTi B 1991 poui. S mHapoauscs 23 motoro 1954 poky B CyMcbkiit
obmnacTi, Ykpaina. B 1997 porii nmociB mocTe miciie Halkpanux 0aHKIpiB CBITY 3a
Bepciero xxypHany “Global Finance.” 3 1999 no 2001 pik npairoBaB Ha mocai
npeM’ep-miHicTpa Ykpainu. Ilig gac nmepeaBuOopuoi kamIaHii MeHe OTpyiiu
JIIOKCUHOM, 1110 CIIOTBOPHUJIO MO€ Juiie. [Iporiec BITHOBJICHHS 1€ ¥ 10C1 TPUBAE B
Moemy opranizmi. Y 2004 poui s ouonuB [TomapanueBy peBoOJIIOILIO, KA
CHUMBOJII3yBajia IPOTECT YKPATHIIB MPOTH OJIrapxii, KOpymiii Ta NOpyIIeHHs IpaB
monuau. 10 cians 2005 poky MeHE OTOJIONIEHO MEPEMOKIIEM BUOOPIB Ha MOCATy
[Ipe3unenra YkpaiHu.
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S T'enepan-ryoepuarop Kananu 3 1990 poky. f maponuscs y CackaryHi, MpOBIHIIIT
CackaueBaH B ciM’1 yKpaiHIliB. B AUTUHCTBI OyB YJIEHOM IpYyNH KaHAJICHKUX
KOPOJIIBCHKUX aBia-KaAeTiB. 3akiHuuB CackaueBaHCHKUM YHIBEPCUTET 31 CTYNEHAMHU
bakanaBpa rymaniTapuux Hayk 1 bakanaBpa npasa. Y 1974 poti po3noyaB 10Bry i
YCIIIIIHY Kap €py MOJITUKA, BCTYIIUB 10 KOHCEPBATUBHOI MPOTrPECUBHOI MapTii 1 OyB
oOpanuii npeacTBaisaTu BuOopuy auibHuI0 CackaTtyny B [lamati I'poman. ¥V 1990
poiti 6yB oOpanuii ['enepan-ryoepuaropom Kananu i ctaB BiJIOMUM CBOIM BIAKPUTTSIM
TU1sl TpoMaiu pesuieHIi ['enepan-ryoepaartopiB B Otrasi - Pino Xou, a Takox
MIPOCYBAHHSIM OCBITH, 3AJTy4EHHSIM MOJIO/I1 Ta MIATPUMKOIO0 MUCTeITBA. [lo camoi
cmepTi y 2002 por1ii MeHe CKpi3b BiJ3HaYa M 3a Mii BKJIaJl y po30y/10BY KaHaJICbKOTO
CYCIIUJIBCTBA 1 HIAHATTS CTaTyCy YKPAaiHChKUX KaHA IIMIIIB.
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10. A naponunacs 14 cepnus 1983 poxy B micti UepHiBii, YKpaina, ane eMirpyBaia 3
6arpkamu 10 Criomyuyenux LlratiB B 1991 poui. S aktpuca i 3irpana poib [Jxexu
Bypkxapt B tenecepiani “Lle moy 70-x” Ta o3Byuniia roioc Mer I'piddin B cepiani
I'pidbdinn. A Takox 3irpana Peituen Sncen B ¢puibmi “3adbytu Capy Mapian,”
Mony Cakc y “Makc Ilaiin,” Tomo. ¥ 2010 porti s 6yja HOMIHOBaHa Ha JEKUJIbKa
Haropoj 3a poJib JIun y ¢utemi “YopHuit 1e6116.”
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11. 51 amepukaHCchKkull BUeHUM, SIKUM HapoauBcs 3 nucronanaa 1928 poky B MICTEUKY
3irnep, wrat Linoiic. MoiMu 6aTbkamu OyJid yKpaiHChK1 IMMITPAHTH, K1
OCEJIMJTUCS Ha MIBJHI TaTy LiiHoMc, 1e Miif 0aThKO MpalloBaB Ha BYT1JIbHINA MIAXTI.
S O6yB nepimuM B ¢iM’1, XTO TIIIOB 10 MKOJU. S HalO1IBIT BIJOMH Yy CBITI K
BUHAXIJTHUK CBITJIO-A10/y, SKUW TTOYaii BUKOPUCTOBYBATH y 1962 porii. S Takox
BHHAMIIOB JACIICBUN 1 HAMIHHUN Ja3apHUM 101, AKUH € HaA3BUIANHO BaXKJIUBHUM JIJIS
JIB/I ieepiB, cuutyBadiB 6ap-KOiB Ta HU3KHU 1HIINX MIPUCTPOIB, AKUMU MU
KOPUCTYEMOCS 1 CbOTO/IHI. Sl OTpuMaB 6araTo aMepuKaHCHKHX 1 MIXKHAPOTHUX
HAropo/Ji 3a CBOi BIAKPUTTS 1 BHECOK B PO3BUTOK HAYKHU.

L2 4 a2 o Al el el i i e et b 2R Sl i £ el L2 22 2 1

12. 4 ykpainchko-kaHacbkul noiTuk. S Hapoaunacs B OnTapio 011 Kituene, ane 'y
1980 pomui nepeixana 1o Manitoowu, jae s Menkaro 1 1o tenep. Y 1986 poiii mene 0yio
oOpano uneHom Ilapnamenty Big nutbHuil Binninery Cs. Jxxon Paiigiar. 3 1986 no
1988 poky s npauroBana B Kabineri MinictpiB ypsiay ['oBapaa [loseid 1 mi3Hime
nepenina 10 geaepanbHoi nomituku. S Oyna unenom [lanatu I'poman Kananu 3 22
BepecHs 1997 poky 1o 30 kBitHs 2010 poky. ¥ nuctonazai 2004 poky s i3auna B
VYkpainy sik crioctepirau 3a Budbopamu [Ipesuaenta Yipainu. ¥ 2010 s 6pana ygacthb
K KaHIUJaT y BUOOpax Ha mocaay Mepa micta Binniner. $ Oyna ycmimHum
KaHAauaaToOM, ajie MeHe He oOpanu. B I[lapnamenTi Kanaau s Oyna Bijgoma CBO€EIO
BIJIAHICTIO MpoOIeMaM KIHOK 1 3arajbHO BIJICTOIOBAHHSIM IIPaB JIFOIUHH.
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doTorpadii BaxJIMBHUX JIK0ell YKPAIHCHKOI0 MOXOAKEHHS

Biraain Kinnuko Pyciana



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Klitschko_Vitali.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/Ruslana.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Milla_Jovovich_cropped.jpg
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Jxex Iananc

Anapiu llleBuenko BixkTop HOmenko



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sikorsky_crop.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Jack_Palance_1974.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Andriy_Shevchenko_Dynamo.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/Viktor_Yushchenko,_071022-D-7203T-006.jpg
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Misiena “Mina” Kymnic

Muxoa ToonsiK Klazina Judith “Judy”
Wasylycia-Leis



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nick_Holonyak_Jr.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mila_Kunis_by_Gage_Skidmore.jpg
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Im’st Jara

KuiB — Crosmmus Ykpainn

VYBaXHO CiyXail pO30OBIIs BUMTENS 1 BIIUIIKA CIIOBA.

bins piuku [] € micto KuiB. KuiB 11e Haiictapiiie 1 HalirapHilie yKpaiHCbKe

M . Hec Vkpainu. 1500 pokis Tomy Oyno T OpaTu: iM’s IEPOro

K ,anpyrorolll  ,atperboro X ,icecrpaixJI . CuniB Kuii

HaT a Illex cumiB Ha ropi, sika Ha3uBaeThes 11 , a XOpHUB Ha TpeTiit

ropi, sSIka Ha3UBAETHCA X . | BoHM 30y1yBas M MICTO Ha YECTh CBOTO

Haiicrapioro Opara 1 jamy Homy HasBy K

Kwuis, micto, Kuii , Tpu, , lllex, ropi, JIu6ias, Xopus,
[lexaBurs, JHipo, cTOIUI, XOPEBUIIS.
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KuiB — Cronmmus Ykpainu (Bignosianb)

VBaXXHO ciryxail po300OBil BUNTENS 1 BITUIIK CJIOBA.

bins piuku ngH PO ¢ micro Kuis. Kuis — ne naiicrapime 1 HalrapHie yKkpaiHChbKe

MICTO. Ile - CTOJIMUISA Vxpainu. 1500 pokis Tomy Oyno TPH Opartu: im’s 01HOTO

Kum, a Ipyroro m €K, a Tperboro X0 PHUB, i cectpa ix .JII/IﬁlZ!I: Cunis Kuit na
TOPi, sie Tenep y3Bi3 bopuuis, a Illex cuaiB Ha ropi, sKa Tenep Ha3UBAETHCS

H_IEKaBI/IIIﬂ, a XOpHB — Ha TPETIiH TOPi, IKa HA3UBAETHCS XODCBI/IIIH. I BOHM

30y LyBaJli MiCTO Ha 4eCTh CBOTO HaicTapimoro opara i ganu iomy Hassy KHIB.
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Im’st Jlata

Moi nfymMKH npo

Baxxnugi croBa Ta ¢pazu
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A Brief History of Ukraine

“Ukrainian history may be thought of as being a long and difficult struggle
to free the land and its people from external domination and oppression
and achieve independence and the right of self-determination.”

Ukraine has a long history of human settlement that dates back to 32,000 BCE. The ancestors of modern
Ukrainians include a variety of ethnic groups who moved into and lived for some time within or near the
territory that is today Ukraine. These include Indo-European groups such as Cimmerians, Scythians,
Sarmatians, and Goths, among other nomadic peoples who arrived throughout the first millennium BCE.
The Greeks and the Romans established trading posts in the region that eventually became city-states.
There is also evidence of the presence of non-Indo-European groups such as Finno-Ugrians and Turkic-
speaking Bulgars, Khazars, Pechenegs, and Cumans. However, the Ukrainian people of today are
predominately of Slavic origin and belong to the southern branch of the Eastern Slavs.

Research indicates that by the beginning of the Christian era
the lands between the Oder River or the Vistula River and
the middle Dnieper River basins were inhabited primarily by
proto-Slavic tribes. However, the southern Ukrainian steppes
were dominated by Iranian peoples and then Turkic nomadic
peoples, although there is some evidence of Slavic agrarian
colonization occurring in these areas. By the sixth century
C.E. onwards, Slavic tribes occupied central and eastern
Ukraine and played an important role in the establishment of
Kyiv. These proto-Ukrainian tribes were primarily
Volhynians, Derevlianians, Polianians, and Siverianians,
although there is also evidence of the presence of Ulychians,
Tivertsians, and White Croats. Therefore, these tribes may
be considered to be the ancestors of the Ukrainian people.

Historically, the oldest recorded terms that have been used to
refer to Ukrainian ancestors are rusy, rusyny, and rusychi,
which were derived from the term Rus (latinized as
Ruthenia). There are two primary or competing theories
concerning the origins of the modern name ukraintsi
(Ukrainians). The first is that it is derived from the Slavic

Ancient Slavonic prince and women,
term ukraina, which generally means “borderland” or Kyivshchyna, 5th Century

“frontier,” as this term first appears in writing in Eastern
Slavic chronicles from 1187 onwards. However, for a long



http://ukrmap.su/program2009/uh7/7_0506/211.jpg
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time it referred to a variety of regions, not just the borderlands in present-day Ukraine. The second
theory about the origin of ukraintsi follows from the work of Ukrainian historians and linguistic
scholars, who translate the term “u-kraine” as “in-land,” “home-land,” or “our-country.” Regardless of
the origins of the term, ukaintsi, the term Ukrainians was not widely used to refer to the peoples of
Ukraine until the 20th century. First, the term was commonly used in Central Ukraine and then adopted
in Galicia and Bukovyna in the late 19th century. Other areas followed suit with the term being adopted
in Transcarpathia and in the Preshov regions in the 1930s to 1940s period. In Western Ukraine, the term
Rusyny (Ruthenians) was used prior to the 19th century.

The roots of the modern state of Ukraine may be traced back to the emergence of the polity and empire
of Kyivan Rus (aka Kievan Rus) in the 9th century. Varangians, of Viking/Scandinavian origin, came to
settle in Novgorod (situated in modern-day Russia near St. Petersburg) and became known as the Rus.
Between the 9th and 11th centuries, they controlled the Volga trade route to the Arabs that connected the
Baltic to the Caspian Sea, and the Dnieper trade route, that led to the Black Sea and Constantinople. The
Varangians ruled the medieval state of Rus, which was the precursor to the Kyivan Rus. The Varangians
lived and traded among the Slavic peoples that inhabited the region and eventually assimilated into the
Slavic culture.

The Kingdom of the Kyivan Rus was SR oo
founded by Prince Oleg (of Varangian = '
origin) in about 880 in the area around
the River Dnieper and its tributaries.
Slavic tribes had occupied central and
eastern Ukraine from the 6th century
A.D. onwards and played an important
role in the establishment of Kyiv. Kyiv
was situated on lucrative trade routes
and it rapidly prospered. In 882 Oleg
conquered Kyiv and it became the
capital and centre of the Kyivan Rus
empire. Kyivan Rus was comprised of
several principalities and its borders
and composition changed over time.
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The “Golden Age” of Kyiv occurred
during the reigns of the Grand Prince
of Kyiv, Vladimir the Great (980— i e LR :
1015), and his son, Yaroslav I the Wise [iee B I A  | SRR YL
(1019-1054). From Vladimir’s reign L RN ol TN e
onwards, the Principality of Kyiv 4 i =
dominated the state of Kyivan Rus for . R ;

the next two centuries. ‘ S— O

¥ Noscrasws s Kuesi 1113 p.

Orthodox Christianity was introduced )

to the Kyivan Rus by Christian e F—
missionaries. It was during Vladimir’s - Bmmeeiinte

reign that Christianity became the
dominant religion. In 988 Prince
Vladimir converted to Christianity

Kyivan Rus during Vladimir the Great’s Reign
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along with the nobility and most of the population. It was also during this time that the first East Slavic
written legal code, the Russkaya Pravda (‘Justice of Rus’), was developed.

Christianity played an important role in the development of the Ukrainian language. Two missionaries,
Cyril and Methodius, developed the Glagolitic script, a precursor to Cyrillic script, and were sent to the
area of Moravia. The Christian texts they brought were translated from Greek into a slavic language
using their Glagolitic script. Successors of Cyril and Methodius formalized and developed the script
further into an early form of the Cyrillic script. As Christian texts made their way to the Rus, the
language developed into what is known as Old Church Slavonic. In recognition of the contribution made
by Cyril and Methodius to the development of the writing system, it became known as Cyrillic.

By the 11th century, Kyivan Rus comprised 12 principalities/territories and was, geographically, the
largest state in Europe, covering much of modern-day Ukraine and parts of Russia. Kyivan Rus territory
extended from the Black Sea in the south, to the Volga in the east, to the Kingdom of Poland in the west
and to the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the north. Two of the principalities, Galicia and Volhynia served
as Ukrainian political and cultural centres, long after the disintegration of Kievan Rus.

The decline of Kyivan Rus began in the late 11th and continued during the 12th century as a result of
conflict among the feudal lords, the diminished importance of the trade routes, and other factors. The
weakened empire could not withstand the Mongol invasion of 1237-1240. In 1240 Kyivan Rus fell to
the Mongols who razed the city of Kyiv. The Mongols in turn were defeated and driven out by the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania in 1362. Two of the Principalities, Galicia and Volhynia, served as Ukrainian
political and cultural centres, long after the disintegration of Kievan Rus. In the 14th century, Galicia
came under Polish control and Volhynia, together with Kiev, became part of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania. In 1569, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania united with the Kingdom of Poland to form the Polish
Lithuanian Commonwealth and Galicia, Kyiv, and Volhynia all came under Polish rule.

This event significantly affected the Ukrainian people, society, culture, language, and religion.
Ukrainian peasants were forced to become serfs, except those who fled and joined the Cossacks in the
frontier regions southeast of Poland. Many Ukrainian nobles were “Polonized,”

adopting the Polish language and
converting to Catholicism.

Ukraine has had a very turbulent history
with the territory, which today forms
Ukraine, having had only two relatively
brief periods of independence prior to
1991. Therefore, Ukrainian history may
be thought of as being a long and
difficult struggle to free the land and its
people from external domination and
oppression and achieve independence
and the right of self-determination. The
first of these two brief periods of
independence was from the 15th century
until 1654.

The emergence of the Ukrainian Cossacks. Zaporizhzhya Sich
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The territory that came under the influence of the Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1569 included
lands that were now inhabited by Cossacks (Kozacks), a people of predominantly East Slavic origins

who originally were members of self-governing, semi-
military communities. Traditionally, the emergence of
Cossacks is thought to have occurred in the 14th to 15th
centuries. The origins of the Cossacks and their
emergence are disputed. They were established in lands
that today are parts of modern-day Ukraine and Southern
Russia. The Cossacks primarily inhabited two sparsely
populated areas, one in the lands in the lower Dnieper
River and the other in the Don River basin. The Cossacks
played an important role in the historical development of
both Ukraine and Russia.

Towards the end of the 15th century, the Cossacks of
Zaporizhia (also Zaporizhzhya or Dnieper) had evolved
into a self-governing Orthodox Christian ‘democratic’
republic and had built a fortress (sich) near the Dnieper
Rapids. Later, this became the capital and known as the
Zaporizhian Sich.

The Cossacks prospered and grew significantly in
numbers between the 15th to 17th centuries. The
Cossacks of Zaporizhia faced pressures from
neighbouring states around for control of their lands and
people, including the Ottoman Turks that controlled
Crimea, among other areas of Europe and Asia.

Initially, the Cossacks of Zaporizhia were a vassal state
of Poland-Lithuania. However, they were opposed to the
social and religious pressures being exerted by the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth on their peoples. As a result,
they fought for the right to representation in the Polish
Sejm (Parliament), the recognition of Orthodox traditions
(the Polish were Roman Catholic), and other rights.
Eventually, dissatisfaction with Polish rule led to
uprisings and rebellion. The Zaporizhian Cossacks’
uprising and attempt to form an autonomous nation can

Bohdan Khmelnytsky, "Hetlman of Ukraine,"
established an independent Ukraine after the
uprising in 1648 against Poland.

Reply of the Zapoiozhian Cossacks to Sultan
Mehmed IV of Turkey.

be considered the beginning of Ukraine’s long struggle for independence and self-determination.

In 1648, Bohdan Khmelnytsky led the largest of the Cossack rebellions against the Commonwealth and
the Polish King John II Casimir. As a result of the rebellion, for three years, the Cossacks of Zaporizhia
firmly controlled the lands in present-day western and central Ukraine and managed to briefly create an
independent state. However, Khmelnytsky and the Cossacks were eventually deserted by their Tatar
allies and severely defeated at Berestechko, after which they were forced to seek new allies. In 1654,
Khmelnytsky signed a treaty with neighbouring Muscovy (Russia), forming a military and political
alliance and pledging loyalty to the Czar. Under the terms of the treaty, the Zaporizhian Cossacks were

supposed to remain largely autonomous.
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This led to a devastating 30-year (1657—1686) series of wars among Russia, Poland, Turks, and

Cossacks for control of Ukrainian lands, often referred to as being the Ruin of Ukraine because of the
long-lasting consequences of the wars. The conflict escalated in intensity and resulted in hundreds of
thousands of deaths and the eventual defeat of the Cossacks and the partitioning of Ukrainian lands in

1686. That year, the “Eternal Peace* accord (the Treaty of Pereyaslav) signed by Russia and Poland
divided the Ukrainian lands, giving Kyiv and the Cossack lands east of the Dnieper to Russia, and the
lands west of the Dnieper to Poland.

Under Russian control, the Cossack “Hetmanate” became a “suzerainty,” or a tributary, to Russia and
the Russian Tsar. As a vassal state, Russia controlled its foreign affairs while allowing the Cossacks
limited domestic autonomy and rule by the local Hetmans (Generals). This situation lasted for half a
century until under the reign of Catherine the Great of Russia, when the Zaporizhian Host was forcibly
dissolved. The inhabitants of Western Ukraine (Galicia) also were also allowed some level of autonomy
by the Polish, but this too ended when it became part of the Hapsburg (Austrian) Empire after the
collapse of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1795. This period of Ukrainian sovereignty was
followed by hundreds of years of colonial existence.

Many Ukrainians continued to dream of uniting Western and Eastern Ukraine and achieving
independence once more. By the 19th century, Ukrainian writers and intellectuals, inspired by the
developments and nationalistic ideals that spread throughout Europe, were determined to revive
Ukrainian linguistic and cultural traditions in both Western Ukraine, which was controlled by the
Habsburg Empire, and Central and Eastern Ukraine, which was controlled by the Russian Empire.

Oppression was particularly strong in Central and Eastern Ukraine. Russia imposed strict limits on all
attempts to maintain and enhance the Ukrainian language and culture and banned its use and study.
However, the chaotic events that followed the Second World War, Russian Bolshevik Revolution of
1917, and the collapse of the Habsburg Empire in 1918, created the conditions that allowed Ukrainian
nationalists the opportunity once more to create a new independent and united Ukrainian nation.

After the February 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in the Russian Empire, a struggle for control of Ukraine
erupted that lasted from February 1917 to March 1921. The Ukrainian War of Independence consisted
of a series of military conflicts during that period among diverse groups and coalitions who all fought
for control of Ukraine. Eventually, Ukrainian nationalists, anarchists, and Bolsheviks, together with the
nations of Germany and Austria-Hungary,
the White Russian Volunteer Army, the
Red Army and the Russian Soviet
Republic and the Second Polish Republic
were all involved in the conflict to varying
degrees and at different points.

T N D

THIYTA HALWI BOPDHEHKH, AK POCI HA O
NAHYEC| PAHBFATTA, J (BOit CTOPOHLL

Ukrainian People's Republic poster by B. Shippikh, Kyiv, 1917.
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Between 1917 and 1918, there were three separate attempts at
creating an independent and united Ukrainian republic. In November
of 1917, the Central Rada" seized the opportunity to take power in
Kyiv, proclaiming the creation of a new Ukrainian People’s
Republic, while Ukrainian Bolsheviks, late in December 1917, set up
a competing Ukrainian republic in the eastern city of Kharkiv that
was initially also called the “Ukrainian People’s Republic.” Russia
opposed the Rada’s actions, causing the Rada to declare Ukraine’s
independence on January 22, 1918, and thereby breaking ties with
Russia. In addition to these two attempts, other groups across The coat of arms of the
Ukraine launched their own efforts at creating a new state. Ukrainian Ukrainian People's Republic
Bolsheviks proclaimed the Odessa Soviet Republic and Donetsk- (1917-1918), restored under the
Krivoy Rog Soviet Republic, and in the south an anarchist commune, Directorate (late 1918-1921).
the Free Territory, was established that later sided with the
Bolsheviks.

The Central Rada government found itself surrounded by competing
governments and opposing Russian forces that far out-numbered
them. As a result, they turned to Germany and the Austro-
Hungarians for assistance, and sought their intervention and help in
defeating the Bolsheviks and other forces. By March 1, 1918, the
Russian Bolsheviks signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, which
brought to an end World War I on the Eastern Front and put the The first flag of the Ukrainian
newly formed Ukrainian People’s Republic under the German sphere  [IRialdiiiil SLUEREIE SISy
of influence. to early 1918.

However, this did not bring peace or stability to Ukraine. Opposition
to the Central Rada government persisted in Eastern Ukraine, where
local Bolsheviks, Greens, and the anarchist Revolutionary
Insurrectionary Army of Ukraine opposed German influence and
control. Opposition also came from within, as the former Russian
Army General Pavlo Skoropadsky eventually led a successful
German supported coup against the Rada on April 29, 1918. After
the coup, he proclaimed the establishment of a conservative
“Hetmanate” and began dismantling many of the policies of the
former government. The Hetmanate government was also short-
lived, as in November of 1918 the Central Powers, which included

! The coat of arms of
Germany and Austria-Hungary, were defeated on the Western Front. Skoropadsky's Ukrainian State

This caused Germany to withdraw from Ukraine and, soon after, the ("Hetmanate'"), 1918.
Hetmanate itself was overthrown by the socialist Directorate, a
coalition of Ukrainian federalist and socialist parties.

The next phase of the Ukrainian War of Independence began when Lenin’s Russian government
annulled the Brest-Litovsk Treaty soon after the defeat of the Central Powers and launched an invasion

" The Central Rada began as an all-Ukrainian centre that was created to unite political, community, cultural, and professional
organizations. After the All-Ukrainian National Congress of April 1917, it became the revolutionary parliament of Ukraine
that directed the Ukrainian national movement.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_State
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ed/Coat_of_Arms_of_UNR.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/35/Flag_of_Ukrainian_People's_Republic_1917.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9c/Alex_K_Ukrainska_Derzhava.svg
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of Ukraine and other Eastern European countries that had been formed under German protection. The
collapse of the Central Powers also affected the former Austrian province of Galicia (Western Ukraine),
which was largely populated by Ukrainian and Polish peoples. Nationalist Ukrainians seized the
opportunity created by the collapse to proclaim the creation of the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic
in Eastern Galicia, which aspired to unite with the Ukrainian People’s Republic in the east. However,
many Poles, who were primarily concentrated in the Lviv region, supported the newly formed Second
Polish Republic. The new Polish Republic challenged the Ukrainians for control of Galicia, resulting in
the Polish-Ukrainian War. While Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (WUPR) and the Ukrainian
People’s Republic declared an Act of Union in Kyiv early in 1919, the WUPR was defeated by Polish
forces in October of that year and Eastern Galicia was annexed to Poland.

In Ukraine, a Bolshevik offensive against the Ukrainian People’s Republic overran most of eastern and
central Ukraine in early 1919, with Kyiv falling to the Red Army on February 5th. The Bolshevik Soviet
Ukrainian government that was exiled after their defeat in 1918 was re-instated, and a new Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic was proclaimed and installed in Kyiv. The Ukrainian People’s Republic was
pushed westward and reduced to a strip of land along the Polish border, faced with almost certain defeat.
Therefore, by 1920 all of eastern and central Ukraine, except for Crimea, was in Bolshevik hands and
under Russian influence once more.

In 1920, Poland entered the war briefly in support of the Ukrainian People’s Republic in return for its
support and recognition of the Polish annexation of Galicia. But Poland’s intervention was short-lived
and, in the end, unsuccessful. Formally, the Ukrainian War of Independence ended on March 18, 1921,
when Poland signed a peace treaty with Soviet Russia and Soviet Ukraine. Under the terms of the treaty,
the Polish control of Galicia and western Volhynia (western Ukraine) was affirmed and Soviet Ukraine
took control of the central, eastern, and southern areas of Ukrainian territory.

With the Russian Civil War coming to an end in 1922 and the Communist proclamation of a new
federation, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), hope for an independent and united
Ukrainian nation ended. The Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic was incorporated
into the USSR and a new period of Russian
domination began. Despite this setback, the
dream of an independent Ukrainian nation
persevered during the period between the two
world wars.

The Ukrainian republic initially had titular
nation status and some limited autonomy. In
1923, the Kremlin introduced the policy of
nativization in the newly formed federation.
Children affected by famine in Soviet-administered southern In Ul.m?une', this .tOOk the form of .
) ukm.zm;atzon w1th.respect to the press/media,
publishing, education, and culture. However,
Soviet responses to any indication of
nationalist aspirations by Ukrainians were extreme and severe, especially under Stalin. By 1928, Stalin
had consolidated his control of the USSR and a campaign of cultural repression was soon launched.
During the reign of his regime, nationalist aspirations and opposition to the central government were
harshly repressed and punished. This was done through campaigns of terror that destroyed the
intellectual and cultural leadership of the Ukrainian people and resulted in the incarceration and exile
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of multitudes of Ukrainians. In addition, he engineered a great famine (13 countries consider it to be an
act of genocide) as a tool to destroy opposition to the forced collectivization of agriculture and to crush
the national aspirations of the Ukrainian people. In the process, his actions and policies killed millions of
Ukrainians.

It is estimated that during the Holodomor, as the 1932—-33 famine/genocide is known, up to 7.5 million
Ukrainians died of starvation and other abuses. The cruelty and injustice of Stalin’s treatment of the
Ukrainian people have recently received international recognition. In 2003, a joint statement concerning
the Holodomor at the United Nations defined the famine as being the direct result of actions and policies
of the Stalinist totalitarian regime that caused the deaths of millions of Ukrainians, Russians, Kazakhs,
and other nationalities in the USSR. This was followed by a resolution of the European Parliament in
October of 2008 that recognized the Holodomor as a crime against humanity.

The Second World War led to the reunification of western and eastern Ukraine in 1939. After
Germany’s invasion of Poland, it signed a pact with the USSR. Under the terms of the (Nazi) Germany-
Soviet Pact, Ukrainian lands under Polish control, Galicia (western Ukraine), were to be occupied by the
Soviet Union. However, the pact did not last long due to Nazi Germany’s imperialist goals. Germany
attacked the Soviet Union and occupied all of Ukraine from 1941 until 1944.

The people of Ukraine suffered tremendously during the Nazi occupation with millions of Ukrainians
dying and the country suffering economic and physical devastation. During World War II, millions of
Ukrainians fought for the Soviet Union in the Red Army against the Germans. For this reason, following
the war, the Ukrainian cities of Kyiv, Sevastopol, and Kerch were awarded the Soviet title of Hero City
for their resistance and suffering during World
War II.

But some Ukrainians sided with the Nazi
occupiers, either because of duress or with the
goal of establishing an independent Ukraine.
Many saw such action as an act of resistance
to Soviet domination and as a response to
their horrific treatment by the Soviet Union
during the Holodomor. The Ukrainska
Povstanska Armiia (UPA) or Ukrainian
Insurgent Army was formed in 1942. The
UPA’s goal initially was to protect Ukrainians
from Nazi and Soviet oppression and
exploitation, but its long-term goal was to
form an independent and united Ukrainian
state. The UPA fought the Soviets, Nazis, and
Poles for control of the Ukrainian lands until
1949 and was mostly active in Western Ukraine. In spite of their efforts, the end of the Second World
War saw western Ukraine being annexed to eastern Ukraine and falling under Soviet control. However,
some resistance to Soviet control of Ukraine continued up to the mid-1950s.

The regional command of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army
in the Lemko region.

In 1954, the Ukrainian SSR’s territory was expanded by the addition of Crimea, which had been made
an autonomous state in 1921 but was made part of the Russian Soviet Socialist Republic after World
War II. That year, Khrushchev ceded the territory to Ukraine as a ‘gift’ to mark the 300th anniversary of
Khmelnitsky’s union with Russia.
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After World War 11, Ukraine, under Soviet rule,
experienced a few brief periods of relative
liberalization. This was the case under
Khrushchev from 1955-1964, when the
leadership of the Ukrainian section of the Soviet
Communist Party pursued policies that allowed
more of the Republic of Ukraine to develop some
very limited “national characteristics.” However,
any form of overt manifestations of Ukrainian
nationalism or desire for independence continued
to be viewed as a threat to Communist rule and
were systematically thwarted and harshly
repressed.

During the years of perestroika under The abandoned city of Pripyat with Chernobyl plant
Gorbachev, Ukrainian officials once again in the distance.

advanced national goals. Nationalist sentiments
deepened after April 26, 1986, when the fourth
reactor at the Chernobyl nuclear plant exploded
and caused a major disaster, which continues to
affect the people of Ukraine today. Many
Ukrainians believed that the central Soviet
authorities failed to take adequate precautions to
prevent the disaster and, secondly, that when the
disaster occurred, they responded inadequately.
This event deeply undermined support and faith in
the Soviet government throughout Ukraine.

Finally, in 1991, the attempted coup against the
Soviet leader, Gorbachev, and the beginning of
the disintegration of the USSR that followed,
provided a new opportunity for independence.
The Ukrainian Parliament, the Supreme Rada,
seized the opportunity and declared Ukraine’s
independence on August 24 of that year. The
declaration was confirmed by a national election
and referendum held in December of 1991. The
Declaration of Independence was ratified by 90%
of the citizens who voted in 1991. At long last, the
dream of a united and independent Ukraine was
achieved. Ukraine was a co-founder of the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
following the dissolution of the Soviet Union,

The Ukrainian national flag was raised outside Kyiv's although it has not officially joined the
City Hall for the first time on 24 July 1990. organization.



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/View_of_Chernobyl_taken_from_Pripyat.JPG
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Following the elections held on December 1, 1991, Leonid M. Kravchuk, former chairman of the
Ukrainian Rada, was elected to a five-year term and became independent Ukraine’s first president. Since
1991, Ukraine has begun the process of evolving into a democratic nation with a multi-party system and
legislative guarantees of civil and political rights for national minorities. Freedom of religion is
guaranteed by law, although religious organizations are required to register with local authorities and
with the central government. Minority rights are respected in accordance with a 1991 law guaranteeing
ethnic minorities the right to schools and cultural facilities and the use of national languages in
conducting personal business. Originally, according to the constitution, Ukrainian is the only official
state language. However, in Crimea and some parts of eastern Ukraine, all areas with large ethnic
Russian minorities, Russian was permitted as a language for official correspondence in local and
regional governments.

As a result of ethnic tensions in Crimea during 1992, changes were made that resulted in significant
cultural and economic autonomy in the region in July 1992, but which kept Crimea in Ukraine.

A new, democratic constitution was adopted on June 28, 1996, which mandated a pluralistic political
system and that offers protection of basic human rights and liberties.

A push for major political reforms developed late in 2002 when Viktor Yushchenko of the Our Ukraine
party, Oleksandr Moroz of the Socialist Party of Ukraine, Petro Symonenko of the Communist Party of
Ukraine, and Yulia Tymoshenko of the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc collaborated in publishing a joint
statement concerning “the beginning of a state revolution in Ukraine.” The objective of the “state
revolution” was to bring the nation closer to the West and institute economic and other reforms. While
the Communist Party stepped out of the alliance during the Ukrainian presidential election of 2004, the
three other parties remained allies until July 2006.

On July 2, 2004, Our Ukraine and the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc established the Force of the people
coalition which aimed to bring reform and replace the incumbent authorities, President Leonid Kuchma
and Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who they saw as being corrupt and anti-democratic. Many
Ukrainians shared their concerns about control of the media, corruption, abuses of power, and
widespread violations of democratic norms leading up to, and during, the October 31, 2004, presidential
election. This led to hundreds of thousands of
people taking to the streets of Kyiv and other
cities to protest electoral fraud and express
support for Viktor Yushchenko in what
became known as the Orange Revolution.

The protests were prompted by reports from
several domestic and foreign election
monitors as well as the widespread public
belief that the results of the run-off vote of
November 21, 2004, between leading
candidates Viktor Yushchenko and Viktor
Yanukovych were manipulated by the
authorities in favour of Yanukovych. The
nationwide protests succeeded and the results
Morning of the first day of the Orange Revolution of the original run-off were annulled. A
revote was ordered by Ukraine’s Supreme
Court for December 26, 2004. Under intense
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scrutiny by domestic and international observers, the second run-off was declared to be “fair and free.”
The final results showed a clear victory for Yushchenko, who received about 52% of the vote, compared
to Yanukovych’s 44%. Yushchenko was declared the official winner, with his inauguration taking place
on January 23, 2005, in Kyiv.

Significant changes occurred in 2006 to the structure of the Ukrainian political system when
amendments took effect on January 1, 2006. The amendments shifted significant powers from the
president to the prime minister and Supreme Rada (Ukraine has a parliamentary-presidential system of
government with separate executive, judicial, and legislative branches). Beginning in 2006, the 450-
member unicameral parliament (Supreme Rada) became responsible for appointing the prime minister,
who in turn nominates other ministers. The Supreme Rada initiates legislation, ratifies international
agreements, and approves the budget. Its members are elected to five-year terms.

While at first the alliance of Viktor Yushchenko, Yulia Tymoshenko, and their respective parties seemed
promising, beginning in 2008, the Rada experienced chronic deadlock, exacerbated by the deep rift that
developed between then-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and then-President Viktor Yushchenko. The
conflict between the two leaders and former allies severely limited their ability to bring about the
reforms that were at the heart of the Orange Revolution.

Early in 2010, Ukraine held a presidential election and a shift in power occured. Despite some
difficulties, international and domestic observers declared that the election met most international
standards for fair and democratic elections. Viktor Yanukovych and Yulia Tymoshenko were the main
contenders in this election. After a second run-off, Viktor Yanukovych was declared the winner with
49% of the vote, compared to Yulia
Tymoshenko’s 46%. Yanukovych was
inaugurated as President on February 25, 2010.
On March 11, the Party of Regions, the
Communists, the Lytvyn Bloc, and 16 non-
aligned members of parliament (MPs) established
the “Stability and Reform” ruling coalition in the
Rada and confirmed President Yanukovych’s
nomination of Mykola Azarov as Prime Minister.

Ukraine has moved to improve its relationship
with Russia and to re-establish links that were cut
during the preceding years. Since the 2010
election, there have been increasing concerns
expressed about the Yanukovych administration
concerning corruption and abuse of power. In late
2010 and early 2011, prosecutors brought forward several charges against former Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko. In October of 2011, she was found guilty and incarcerated in spite of international
protests.

Mural: Portrait of Viktor Yanukovych
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