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The Nature of the Student Learning Outcomes

The general and specific learning outcomes presented in this

section are concise statements of the learning that students are

expected to demonstrate by the end of Senior 2. This learning

includes:

• Knowledge: Students need to know facts, concepts, principles,

and generalizations. The knowledge taught in language arts

includes the vocabulary of the language arts discipline, literary

devices, and the conventions of various forms and genres.

• Skills and strategies: Students need to know and apply

processes and strategies in developing skills. This procedural

knowledge includes knowledge and skilled use of the six

language arts, as well as related processes, including processes

of inquiry, interaction, revising and editing, reflection, and

metacognition.

• Attitudes: This aspect of learning relates to how students are

disposed to act. Attitudes and habits of mind fostered by

language arts learning include thinking strategically in

approaching a task, considering others’ ideas, appreciating the

artistry of language, reflecting on one’s own performance, and

setting goals.

General Learning Outcomes 

Five general student learning outcomes serve as the foundation for

the ELA Framework. General learning outcomes are broad

statements describing student learning. The general outcomes are

interrelated and interdependent. Each outcome is to be achieved

through a variety of listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing,

and representing experiences. 

The general learning outcomes and the icons used to represent

them in the ELA Framework documents from Kindergarten

through the Senior Years are as follows: 

General Outcome 1: Students will listen, speak, read,

write, view, and represent to explore thoughts, ideas,

feelings, and experiences.

General Outcome 2: Students will listen, speak, read,

write, view, and represent to comprehend and respond

personally and critically to oral, print, and other media

texts.

General Outcome 3: Students will listen, speak, read,

write, view, and represent to manage ideas and

information.

General Outcome 4: Students will listen, speak, read,

write, view, and represent to enhance the clarity and

artistry of communication.

General Outcome 5: Students will listen, speak, read,

write, view, and represent to celebrate and build

community.

Specific Learning Outcomes

Each general learning outcome is elaborated through a sequence

of specific learning outcomes, categorized under headings. The

specific outcomes are relevant for all students in a variety of

learning environments and are cumulative across the grades.

Students are expected to demonstrate the specific learning

outcomes for their current grade while building on and

maintaining the outcomes for previous grades. For this reason, the

specific learning outcomes for Grade 8 and Senior 1 are
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provided in this document along with the Senior 2 learning

outcomes. To assist teachers in preparing students for subsequent

Senior Years courses, this document also presents the Senior 3

and 4 learning outcomes developed through the WCP process.*

Manitoba’s Senior 3 and 4 learning outcomes will be finalized as

English language arts curricula are developed for these grades.

Many specific learning outcomes provide examples, enclosed

within brackets:

• Bracketed examples prefaced by such as indicate the range and

variety of examples that educators need to consider in planning.

• Bracketed terms prefaced by including indicate mandatory

aspects of the curriculum.

Integrating the Learning Outcomes and the Language

Arts

Individual learning outcomes are rarely used in isolation. Rather,

effective language arts classrooms frequently address several

learning outcomes simultaneously. Many of the outcomes are

intended to be addressed at different times through one or a

combination of the six language arts. 

In the course of planning, teachers typically draw from several

specific learning outcomes, both within a general outcome and

across all five general outcomes, and organize these outcomes into

logical sequences for instructional activities. Many aspects of

language arts instruction are recursive and are revisited repeatedly,

using a range of teaching, learning, and assessing strategies, as

well as a variety of learning resources. 

_________________

* The Grade 8 and Senior 1 student learning outcomes are identified in The
Common Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts, 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 (Grades 10–12 Draft) (1996), and the      

Senior 2, 3, and 4 learning outcomes are identified in The Common
Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts, Kindergarten to 
Grade 12 (1998). The order of presentation for all grades reflects the 

1998 edition.

An Organizational Framework

The study of English language arts enables each student to

understand and appreciate language, and to use it confidently

and competently in a variety of situations for communication,

personal satisfaction, and learning. 
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2.1 Use Strategies and Cues
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Students will listen, speak, read, write, view, and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print, and other media texts.

Senior 2

Prior Knowledge2.1.1)
• apply personal experiences and prior

knowledge of language and texts to develop

understanding and interpretations of a variety

of texts [including books]

Comprehension Strategies (2.1.2)

Comprehension Strategies
• select, describe, and use comprehension

strategies [such as inferring, visualizing,

summarizing, recalling, replaying, reviewing…]

to monitor understanding and develop

interpretations of a variety of texts

Textual Cues ual Cues (2.1.3)
• use textual cues [such as transitional phrases in

print texts, introductions in speeches, stage

directions in plays, opening scenes in films…]

and prominent organizational patterns [such as

compare and contrast…] to construct and

confirm meaning and interpret texts

Cueing Systemsg Systems (2.1.4)
• use syntactic, semantic, graphophonic, and

pragmatic cueing systems [such as word order

and sentence patterns; connotations, word analysis,

social context…] to construct and confirm

meaning and interpret texts

Senior 4

• analyze connections between personal

experiences and prior knowledge of language

and texts to develop interpretations of a variety

of texts [including books]

• apply a broad repertoire of appropriate

comprehension strategies to monitor

understanding and extend interpretations of a

variety of texts

• use textual cues and prominent organizational

patterns to construct and confirm meaning and

interpret texts

• use syntactic, semantic, graphophonic, and

pragmatic cueing systems to construct and

confirm meaning and interpret texts

Senior 3

• examine connections between personal

experiences and prior knowledge of language

and texts to develop understanding and

interpretations of a variety of texts [including

books]

• use and adjust comprehension strategies to

monitor understanding and develop

interpretations of a variety of texts

• use textual cues and prominent organizational

patterns to construct and confirm meaning and

interpret texts

• use syntactic, semantic, graphophonic, and

pragmatic cueing systems to construct and

confirm meaning and interpret texts

Guide to Reading the Learning Outcomes

“Such as” indicates

examples that may be

used
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Read each page horizontally for developmental
flow of outcomes from grade to grade

Subheading for cluster

of specific outcomes

“Including” identifies

knowledge, forms, or

skills and strategies

required to achieve

specific learning

outcomes

General outcome

statement

Specific outcome

statements 

Icon indicates

general outcome

First digit indicates

general outcome;

second digit

indicates heading

Heading for cluster

of specific outcomes
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General Learning Outcome 1

Explore thoughts, ideas, feelings, 

and experiences.

Clarify and
Extend

Discover and
Explore

Express Ideas (1.1.1)
Consider the potential of emerging ideas

through a variety of means to develop tentative

positions.

Develop Understanding (1.2.1)
Clarify and shape understanding by assessing

connections between new and prior knowledge,

ideas, and experiences.

Explain Opinions (1.2.2)
Explain opinions, providing

support or reasons; anticipate

other viewpoints.

Combine Ideas (1.2.3)
Connect ideas and

experiences through a

variety of means to gain

understanding when

generating and responding

to texts.

Extend Understanding (1.2.4)
Explore ways in which real and vicarious

experiences and various perspectives affect

understanding when generating and responding to

texts.

Set Goals (1.1.5)
Assess personal language learning and select

strategies to enhance growth in language learning.

Consider Others’ Ideas (1.1.2)
Seek and consider others’ ideas

through a variety of means to

expand understanding. 

Experiment with Language
and Forms (1.1.3)
Demonstrate a willingness to

take risks in language use and

experiment with language and

forms of expression.

Express Preferences (1.1.4)
Pursue and expand interests

and ideas through sharing

reactions to and preferences for

particular texts [including books]

and genres by various writers,

artists, storytellers, and

filmmakers.




