	Incorporating Aboriginal Perspectives:  A Theme-Based Curricular Approach
  Example - S2 Science  
Theme: Water and Collective Decision-Making

	General Learning Outcome/s
	Specific Learning Outcome/s
	Cultural Concept/s
	Instructional Strategies
	Assessment
	Resources
	Family/Community Involvement

	Senior 2, Cluster 1; Dynamics of Ecosystems
	S2-1-10 Investigate how human activities affect an ecosystem and use the decision making model to propose a course of action to enhance its sustainability.
	Aboriginal people view water as a part of their extended family. Today the location of many Aboriginal communities near lakes and rivers is seen as a sentinel protecting the purity of water. The Inuit have a special relationship with water and ice.  They derive a great deal of their sustenance from water/ice. 

Collective decision making is highly valued by Aboriginal people.  The process ensures that everyone is given equal opportunity and equal voice.  No action is taken until a consensus is reached.
	Activating:

Have students view the video Skownan: Our Land Our Future. As they view the video ask students to jot down answers to the following questions. How do Aboriginal people show respect to the land?  What is their commitment to the land, water? What effect has European contact had on Aboriginal peoples lives?  Can Aboriginal people maintain their cultural relationships with the extended family represented by the meanings of the Medicine Wheel stones?  In groups of 4 allow them to discuss their student report form (Student Video Response Form) with 2 representatives reporting back to the large group.

Acquiring:

Have students continue to work in fours to create a multimedia collage/poster that shows how human encroachment on nature has effected the ecosystem, some examples could be forest fires, chemical and oil spills, genetically modified foods, natural disasters, mercury poisoning, impact of oil drilling in the whaling waters of the Arctic, deforestation, cottage development, water/air pollution, chemical pollution of aquatic food sources, drowning/flooding of ancestral lands to produce hydro development, mismanagement of fisheries, solar heating and green house emissions and radiation.  Display posters and allow students to share the symbolism they created making their poster. Ask students to record the human activity and how it affected the ecosystem and the future implications if such activities are allowed to continue.  The discussions should include how the pictures make them feel, what could have prompted this type of activity on the ecosystem. 

Applying:

Students working in groups of 4 will conduct a research project on the impact of human activity on the ecosystem.  They will be provided with a concept web.  Students will select a human ecosystem incident such as deforestation, and each member of the group will locate by a variety of means (from the Internet, contacting organizations such as Ducks Unlimited, Manitoba Hydro, interviewing fishermen, farmers, school textbooks), available additional information on their selected topic. Groups will be provided with a selection of articles from which to choose their topic.

Each member of the group has to find one more article on that topic.  Then the group shares their articles within their group and the oral presentation guide is completed and oral presentation is made.

Teacher shows the transparency of Judgment of Human Activities.  Teacher demonstrates how the form is to be completed.  The teacher hands out prepared articles on other ecosystem incidence one to each group.  Group reads the article, completes the form, decide on their verdict and prepare to defend their point of view in the final oral presentation, which will be video recorded. 


	· Submission of 4 articles directly related to the assigned article

· Completion of Concept Web

· Completion of Student Video Response Form

· Work in-groups to reach consensus and then present their position to the class to persuade their three peers that their judgment on the issue is the correct one.

· Completion of collage

· Submission of articles and oral presentation.
	www.ec.gc.ca/water/en/info/pubs/FS/e_fsa7.htm
Video SKOWNAN: Our Land, Our Future, International Institute For Sustainable Development.
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Senior 2 Science: Manitoba Curriculum Framework of Outcomes

Senior 2 Science: A Foundation for Implementation
	After students have decided on which topic they will present they can interview or include a newspaper/web article written by an Aboriginal person describing their feelings on the topic and how the incident affected their life. 


