	Incorporating Aboriginal Perspectives: A Theme-Based Curricular Approach
    Example - Senior 2 Geography 
Theme: Water and Collective Decision Making

	General Learning Outcome/s 
	Specific Learning Outcome/s
	Cultural Concept/s
	Instructional Strategies
	Assessment
	Resources
	Family/Community Involvement

	Identity, Culture, and Community 

Students will explore concepts of identity, culture and community in relation to individuals, societies, and nations. 
	S2-S-100

Collaborate with others to achieve group goals and responsibilities.

S2-S-303

Reconsider personal assumptions based on new information and ideas.

S2-S-302

Draw conclusions and make decisions based on research and various types of evidence.

S2-KL-021

Identify major natural resources on a map of the world, a map of North America, and a map of Canada.  Include: water, forestry, fossil fuels, metallic and non metallic minerals.


	Aboriginal people view water as part of their extended family.  The land is considered Mother Earth and the rivers full of water are the veins of the earth through which the lifeblood returns to the heart of Mother Earth.  Water, like blood, is essential for all survival.

Collective decision making was/is valued by Aboriginal people because everyone has say resulting in harmony, good decisions and a process that builds on the strength of a group.


	Activating: 

The teacher will display a Manitoba map and 3 posters of the elected Chiefs of Manitoba First Nations communities. Using the map and the poster students will be asked to jot down and discuss in groups of 4 what might be some issues First Nation Chiefs are confronted with. Allow time for discussion and a time for each group to share with the whole class.

Acquiring: 

The teacher will give an overview of the process involved in collective decision making. Teacher should have the steps/process on a poster

The teacher will distribute cards, which profile Aboriginal, and other leaders who may be involved in discussions on Hydro Electric development in northern Manitoba. Names and profiles on cards could include Grand Chief Phil Fontaine, Grand Chief Denis Whitebird, Jerry Primrose, Manitoba Hydro CEO Bob Brennan, an environmental lawyer, the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs, an Aboriginal citizen etc.

Students will pick a card and assume the role of that person. They will conduct an internet, library search to learn their role. They will use the blank character web provided.

Applying:

Students apply the knowledge of skills and responsibilities in their designated role. After gathering information on their new identity they will complete the character web map. And then using the skills and responsibilities of their designated position they will role-play the position they chose in the decision making process. Based on the content received on the unit of instruction already covered students can be presented with the following focus question to debate in their researched role.

Have the hydroelectric dams built in northern Manitoba been helpful to the Aboriginal people of the communities where they were built?
	· Student completion of character web

· Hand in copies of web and newspaper searches.

· Hand in biography of person researched.

· Students hand in a self-evaluation of their debating and collaboration skills.


	www.afn.ca
www.manitobachiefs.com
www.gov.mb.ca
www.manitoba
www.manitobahydro.com
To find information on individual Manitoba Chiefs students do an internet search by typing in the names of Chiefs they know and gleen information from the web articles.


	One of the roles researched and represented by students must be that of an Aboriginal citizen/parent.










