	Incorporating Aboriginal Perspectives: A Theme-Based Curricular Approach    
Example – Senior 2 ELA   
Theme: Water and Collective Decision-Making

	General Learning Outcome/s 
	Specific Learning Outcome/s
	Cultural Concept/s
	Instructional Strategies
	Assessment
	Resources
	Family/Community Involvement

	5. Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to celebrate and build community.
	(5.2.1) 

Share and compare responses.

Consider various ideas, evidence and viewpoints to expand understanding of texts, others and self.

(5.2.2)

Relate texts to culture. Identify and examine ways in which texts reflect cultural and societal influences.

(5.2.3)

Appreciate Diversity.

Discuss ways in which texts convey and challenge individual and community values and behaviours.

Explain how the author/songwriter/lyricist is influenced by her culture/society.


	· Aboriginal people describe North America as Turtle Island, which is thought of as the shell of a turtle surrounded by oceans.

· The number 4

· Present Tense

· Strong visual images

· Rhyme

· The circle

· The extended family

· Focus on the natural world

· Repetition


	Activating:

Display a number of pictures of Hydro Electric Dams around the room.  Draw attention to the fact that most reserves are located near key rivers and shores.  Many Aboriginal communities have had dams built near them which strongly influences how they live/survive.  Some of the pictures could be of the area before the dam was built, some after construction.  In groups of 2 or 4 and using the Responding to Pictures sheet, have students respond to what they see in the picture and the implications.  Have each group share their responses with the class and allow time for a general interactive discussion.

Acquiring:

After students have had an opportunity to discuss the implications of Hydro Electric Dams inform them that we are now going to listen to how one Aboriginal person feels about dams.  Instruct the students to only listen to the sound of the music.  Ask them to jot down what images, feelings the music evokes in them.  What does the music make you think of?  Play the CD of Aglukark’s Gathering Place as many times as students wish, giving them an opportunity to capture what the music is trying to convey. 

Applying:

Provide students with a print copy of the lyrics.  Have them do a dreamscape of the lyrics.  Provide them with a variety of drawing materials (various sizes of colored paper, pencil crayons, pastels, felt makers, watercolor pencils, etc.) and then replay the song.  As students are listening to the music and words ask them to create the images that come into their minds on the paper they were given using a medium of their choice.  The mindscape may include pictures, words, sketches, abstract lines, etc.  When they have finished with their dreamscape allow them to work in pairs and ask them to discuss and list the central ideas of the poem.  The central ideas are then shared with the class.  The teacher would then draw attention to the style of the poem and the stylistic features of Aboriginal poetry described in the cultural concepts section.  The teacher would then share 2 or 3 traditional Aboriginal poems and have students pick out the Aboriginal stylistic features of each poem.
	· Completion of Responding to Pictures

· Completion of the response to listening to music

· Completion of dreamscape should depict symbols/evidence how the singer and Aboriginal people are influenced by the building of dams

· Students are able to identify stylistic features of Aboriginal Traditional poetry

· Participation in oral discussion of pictures, music and features of Aboriginal poetry
	· Susan Aglukark CD Unsung Heroes.
· Pictures of Dams
· Webster: www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ks/3091, 

· www.jamshowbiz.com/JamMusicArtistsA/aglukark.html 

· Senior 2 English Language Arts: Manitoba Curriculum Framework of Outcomes (1998)
· Senior 2 English Language Arts: A Foundation for Implementation (1998)
· Our Bit of Truth:  An Anthology of Canadian Native Literature, Editor Agnes Grant
	· The teacher should have an Aboriginal community member or parent who has experienced the building of a dam in their community come and speak to the class.

· Students may want to ask what the Inuit words on the song mean. (Example: Chisaibi) or why the singer repeats words or lines in her songs.

· Students should be given the opportunity to work with Aboriginal Elders/Resource people to record Aboriginal chants.










