	Incorporating Aboriginal Perspectives: A Theme-Based Curricular Approach
  Example - Grade 5 Social Studies 
Theme: Knowing Our Places  

	 General Learning Outcome/s 
	Specific Learning Outcome/s
	Cultural Concept/s
	Instructional Strategies
	Assessment
	Resources
	Family/Community Involvement

	SOCIAL STUDIES

Cluster 3:  Fur Trade
	5-KH-035

Describe events related to the origins and rise of the Metis Nation.

5-KP-049

Give examples of conflicting priorities between the demands of the fur trade and agricultural settlement.

5-KE-052

Describe how the fur trade was dependent on the men and women of the First Nations and Metis Nation.

5-VI-003

Appreciate the contributions of various groups involved in the fur trade to the historical development of Canada.

5-VL-007

Appreciate the significance of the land and natural resources in the development of Canada.

5-S-204

Create timelines and other visual organizers to sequence and represent historical figures, relationships, or chronological events.

5-S-200

Select information from oral, visual, material, print, or electronic sources. Examples: maps, atlases, art, songs, artifacts, narratives, legends, biographies, historical fiction…

5-S-403

Present information and ideas orally, visually, concretely, or electronically.
	Connection to the land

i.e. The major role played by Metis people in the fur trade is directly linked to their lifestyle which was dependent on the land and things from the land such as the buffalo.
	Activating

· Use the "Beat the Pro" activity to check class knowledge of key facts about the origins and rise of the Metis Nation and the contributions of Metis people to the fur trade and Manitoba's/Canada's development.

Acquiring

· Students will use various sources and individually research one randomly chosen item of information.  Each item can be written on a slip of paper and each student draws an item from a hat/container.  Each item will focus on something (place/event etc.) related to Manitoba's and/or Canada's development that has been influenced by Metis people.  Each student should make written notes summarizing their research findings and keep any research information they gather so that it is accessible to other students for the Applying activities to follow.
· A Jigsaw Cooperative Learning Strategy will be used to have students share the individual information they gather with a small group.  A rotating recorder process can be used within each group to capture a written summary of information shared by each student.  Summary sheets will be collected by the teacher and used in the activities to follow.
· The information from the summary sheets will be used to create a timeline on chart paper outlining key events in the rise of the Metis nation and major contributions of Metis people to the development of Manitoba/Canada and the fur trade. 
Applying 

· Students will work in small groups.  Each group will receive a copy of the summary sheets previously created from the Jigsaw activity.  Each group will choose 2 items of info. they think are not well known by the general public in Manitoba and that Manitobans should be aware of.  Each item will be highlighted utilizing a format intended to catch the interest of all Manitobans as they learn the information being shared.  Example formats could include creation of lyrics to a Rap song, a short dramatic skit, a design for a billboard etc.  If an item chosen is one the group needs background information on they can draw upon the research conducted by their classmates in preparing for the Jigsaw activity.

	· Student work in capturing information from their individual research can be assessed based on accuracy/understanding demonstrated in what they record and the relevance of the information to the focus on the influence of Metis people. (Addresses all outcomes identified with the exception of  5-S-204.)

· Individual (acting as a recorder) and group work (orally sharing their research findings with the group) can be assessed for the Jigsaw activity.  (Addresses all outcomes identified with the exception of 5-S-204.)

Note: Resources for assessing group work are included in the English Language Arts curriculum document, Grades K.-8, in the Blackline Masters section (e.g. BLM 57).

·  Student work in contributing to the creation of the class timeline can be assessed related to completing their required component of the task as an individual and group participant. (Addresses outcome 5-S-204.)

Group work skills and individual contribution to creating the required product/s can be assessed for the Applying activities.  (Addresses all outcomes identified with the exception of 5-S-204.)
	· Kindergarten to Grade 8 Social Studies, Manitoba Curriculum Framework of Outcomes, 2003, Manitoba Education and Youth

· "Beat the Pro" activity sheet and teacher Answer Key

· "Beat the Pro" activity instructions at http://ofcn.org/cyber.serv/academy/ace/misc/cecmisc065.html
· Teacher resource sheet of sample research items (for Acquiring activity #1)

· Aboriginal Peoples: Resources Pertaining to First Nations, Inuit and Metis, MB Education and Training, 2000.

· Cooperative Learning, Spencer Kagan, Kagan Cooperative Learning, 1994. (Jigsaw strategy P. 18:3 and 18.4.) 
· Kindergarten to Grade 8 English Language Arts: A Foundation for Implementation, Blackline Masters, Manitoba Education and Training, 1998.


	· Students can use the "Beat the Pro" activity sheet with parents/family members to check how well informed people outside the classroom are about the Metis Nation.  

· Students of Metis ancestry may ask their parents/family members to share information they may have about Metis history and/or contributions to Manitoba's/Canada's development as part of the class search for information.
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