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SOCIAL STUDIES AND THE CREATION OF A DEMOCRATIC LEARNING COMMUNITY

Welcome to the world of social studies, where students
have opportunities to interact with each other in
democratic groups and communities, and to acquire the

knowledge, values, and skills they need to become active,
responsible citizens within our Canadian society. As they grow and
learn the skills of citizenship, they not only contribute to their
learning communities, but also contribute to the betterment of our
society. 
What do active, responsible citizens look like? They are aware of
the world in which they live, and they care about people around

them—the people with whom they share this planet, both near and far away. They know that
their actions affect others. They have informed opinions, and think critically about issues that
concern themselves and others. They have the confidence to make their voices heard, to take
a stand on issues, and to engage in social action when necessary. They are concerned with the
well-being of the environment, and live their lives in ways that reflect that concern.

Background

This document was produced by Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth, in collaboration
with Manitoba educators. It includes the core concept citizenship, and identifies general and
specific learning outcomes. It integrates the four foundation skill areas of literacy and
communication, problem solving, human relations, and technology, and provides ideas and
strategies to support the implementation of social studies. It is mandated for use in all schools
in Manitoba. 

A Brief History of the Social Studies Curriculum 

Just as knowing oneself means knowing one’s history, fully
understanding the new social studies curriculum requires knowing
something of its history. The Manitoba curriculum was created
through a culturally collaborative process; diverse voices guided
the process, and the result is a social studies curriculum that better
reflects the cultural reality of Canada.
The first stage of the process was the creation of the *Western
Canadian Protocol (WCP) Common Curriculum Framework for

Social Studies, Kindergarten to Grade 9 (2002). This was the first inter-provincial/territorial
curriculum project to include both Aboriginal and francophone representatives as full and
equal partners in the development process. 

____________

* In November 2003 the name was changed to the Western and Northern Canadian Protocol (WNCP) for 
Collaboration in Basic Education.
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Manitoba’s involvement in the Western and Northern Canadian
Protocol project, and in the next stage of adapting the WCP
Framework to produce Kindergarten to Grade 8 Social Studies:
Manitoba Curriculum Framework of Outcomes, was guided by
three advisory groups:
• The Manitoba Social Studies Steering Committee, consisting

of representatives from Manitoba educational stakeholders
• The Manitoba Kindergarten to Senior 4 Framework

Development Team, comprising Early, Middle, and Senior
Years teachers from English, Français, and French Immersion
Programs, as well as Aboriginal educators and consultants, and
university advisors in history, geography, and education

• The Manitoba Cultural Advisory Team, with representatives
from 15 ethnocultural organizations in Manitoba 
(See the Acknowledgments section for a listing of team
members and organizations.)

Manitoba also solicited feedback from educational stakeholders during the development of
the WCP and Manitoba frameworks. Regional consultations took place, as did a province-
wide mailout, resulting in feedback from hundreds of Manitoba educators and stakeholders,
including the Manitoba First Nation Education Resource Centre and the Manitoba Métis
Federation.

Contents of the Document

This document contains the following sections:
• Introduction: The introduction describes the purpose, background, and contents of this

document.
• Social Studies in Manitoba—A Kindergarten to Senior 4 Overview: This section

presents an overview of the Kindergarten to Senior 4 social studies program in Manitoba.
• Document Components and Structure: This section presents the components of the

Manitoba social studies curriculum and explains how the learning outcomes and strategies
for teaching, learning, and assessment are organized within this document. 

• Grade 1: Connecting and Belonging: This section contains the grade overview; cluster
descriptions; skills, knowledge, and values learning outcomes; suggested strategies for
assessment; and strategies to activate, acquire, and apply learning.

• References
• Appendices: This section contains the following appendices: A: Skills Assessment; 

B: Blackline Masters; C: Charts and Checklists; D: Vocabulary Strategies; 
E: Kindergarten to Grade 4 Cumulative Skills Chart; and F: Recommended Learning
Resources.

Manitoba Advisory Groups
• Social Studies Steering Committee
• K to S4 Framework Development Team
• Cultural Advisory Team


