	Incorporating Aboriginal Perspectives: A Theme-Based Curricular Approach
 Example - Grade 5 ELA 
Theme: Knowing Our Places        

	 General Learning Outcome/s 
	Specific Learning Outcome/s
	Cultural Concept/s
	Instructional Strategies
	Assessment
	Resources
	Family/Community Involvement

	ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

General Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5


	S. O. 1.1.3 Experiment with Language and Form

(Recognize and use favourite forms of expression.

S. O. 1.2.3 Combine Ideas

(Organize ideas and information in ways that clarify and shape understanding.

S. O. 2.3.5 Create Original Texts

(Create original texts [such as journals, posters combining print and art, dioramas, travelogues…] to communicate and demonstrate understanding of forms and techniques.

S. O. 3.2.1 Identify Personal and Peer Knowledge

(Record personal knowledge of a topic and collaborate to generate information for inquiry or research.

S. O. 4.1.1 Generate Ideas

(Focus a topic for oral, written, and visual texts by integrating ideas from experiences and a variety of other sources.

S. O. 4.4.1 Share Ideas and Information

(Prepare and share information on a topic using print, audio-visual, and dramatic forms to engage the audience.

S. O. 5.1.4  Celebrate Special Occasions

(Select and use language appropriate in tone and form to recognize and honour people and events.
	Respectful relationships

i.e. Aboriginal people demonstrate their belief in respect for themselves and others through their positive contributions to the world around them.
	Activating

· Students individually complete "The Manitoba Connection" worksheet to identify contemporary Aboriginal role models who have a connection to Manitoba and state what makes each person a role model.
Acquiring

· The teacher will review worksheet answers with the class using "The Manitoba Connection Answer Key" worksheet provided.  Information stated by students in Column 2 of the worksheet that needs to be checked for accuracy will be flagged during the class discussion. (Addresses Outcome 3.2.1)
· Students will draw upon their prior knowledge and conduct research to create individual lists which will become part of a class list of as many Aboriginal role models (with a Manitoba connection) as possible.  Students should be encouraged to include people they know who are Aboriginal role models (family members, people in their local community etc.). (Addresses Outcome 4.1.1)

· Each student will choose 2 males and 2 females from the class list created and conduct further research to record the following information about each person:

- Is the person identified as being of Metis, Inuit, First Nation, Ojibway, Cree etc. ancestry? 

-What makes the person a role model? 

-What is the person's connection to Manitoba?  (Addresses Outcomes 1.2.3,  4.1.1, 4.4.1, and 5.1.4)

· Names of role models from the class list that are not chosen by any of the students may be assigned, one per student, so that information is gathered about all names on the class list.  The teacher may supply additional names if needed.
Applying 
· Working individually or in small groups, students will choose one Aboriginal role model from the class list created.  The person will be researched using various sources to gather as much information as possible about the positive way/s the person has impacted the world around them.  (Addresses Outcomes 1.2.3,  4.1.1,  4.4.1, and 5.1.4)

· Each student will use their research information to profile their chosen role model in a way that would make the information interesting to the general public.  They may choose to create a short TV vignette, lyrics for a rap song, a poster, a collage etc.  The product must recognize and honour the person as an Aboriginal role model and highlight the person's connection to Manitoba.  (Addresses Outcomes 1.1.3, 1.2.3,  2.3.5, 4.1.1,  4.4.1, and 5.1.4)


	· Individual student work on "The Manitoba Connection" worksheet can be assessed for level of participation and quality of thought reflected in responses.

· Students will be assessed on the criteria established for their research work in the areas of generating needed information by using their own knowledge and a variety of research sources.

· Student work for the Applying activities will be assessed based on criteria that will address the following outcomes (1.1.3, 1.2.3, 2.3.5, 4.1.1,4.4.1 and 5.1.4).  Group work can also be assessed for students who choose to create a group product.
	· Grades 5-8 English Language Arts: A Foundation for Implementation, Manitoba Education and Training, 1998.

· "The Manitoba Connection" worksheet and Answer Key

· Tapping the Gift: Manitoba's First People, Pemmican Publications Inc., Winnipeg, MB, 1992.

· "Inquiry Chart" (P. 83-87), BLM-36, BLM-39, BLM-40, BLM-42, K. to Gr. 8 ELA, Foundation for Implementation, Strategies and Blackline Masters, 1998.

· Common Curriculum Framework for Aboriginal Language and Culture Programs, K. to Gr. 12, Western Canadian Protocol for Collaboration in Basic Education, 2000.

· Integrating Aboriginal Perspectives into Curricula: A Resource for Curriculum Developers, Teachers, and Administrators, MB Education and Youth, 2003.

· Assessment tools may also be accessed on-line by searching using key words such as "Classroom Assessment Tools," "Rubrics" etc.
	· Students can access information from family/community members for inclusion in the class list of Aboriginal role models and other related activities.

· Family/community members can assist students at home to conduct research and provide support and guidance (e.g. share cultural protocols for recognizing/honoring Aboriginal people) in the creation of the product required for the Applying phase.
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