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BLM – Planning an Inquiry

Planning for a successful Inquiry involves establishing a structure, helping students acquire essential skills that will facilitate the Inquiry Process, teaching them, with sufficient practice time, a methodology that they will continue to use as independent learners. Setting such a framework will also support the students as they experience a range of feelings associated with the Inquiry Process (See BLM – Feelings in Inquiry). 

It is important to note that the following process is essentially them same, whether in Early Years students or High School. Students at each of these levels will need instruction in skills that are specific to that level. As the complexity of skills increases with the years, students still need some scaffolding.

1. Brainstorm with the class to determine their collective knowledge on a given topic. Students share their personal knowledge and formulate relevant questions appropriate to the audience and purpose of the inquiry. 
2. Follow or modify a plan to organize and guide the inquiry.
3. Have students seek answers to inquiry questions using a variety of information sources including print, oral, visual, and electronic sources. 
4. Model and provide guided practice in the use of reference tools (e.g., atlases, encyclopedia, etc.). 
5. Model how to and develop with the class, criteria for assessing the accuracy, currency, reliability, and usefulness of information. 
6. Model and provide guided practice in writing a bibliography. 
7. Model and provide guided practice in the use comprehension strategies such as SQ3R or Skim and Scan to enable students to make sense of information and use a notemaking strategy such as Summarizing, Two Column Notes, Cornell or Slim Jims. 
8. Model and provide guided practice to help students organize and record their information in categories using a variety of strategies such as compare/contrast, cause and effect, main idea/details, problem/solution, sequence, hierarchical map, step map, Pyramid Map, Stages of Development Map, or story map. 
9. Model and provide guided practice to help students recognize gaps in the information they have gathered by referring to the plan or organizational frame used. Assist students to locate additional information. 

See also related information on strategies mentioned in this BLM in:

· Manitoba Education and Training. English Language Arts: Foundation for Implementation. Strategies That Make a Difference. 

· Manitoba Education and Training. Success for All Learners: A Handbook on Differentiating Instruction. 

















































