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Professional Learning Experience

Topics – ELECTRONIC PORTFOLIO
OVERVIEW

Fair and unbiased assessment of students must include proof of learning. Portfolios provide an opportunity for students to collect samples of school work, to select from their collection those products that in their judgement best demonstrate learning over time, to reflect on those products and to self-assess. An electronic portfolio lets students provide proof of learning in a way that allows a wider audience to be witness to their accomplishments, be they in the same classroom or far away.

GUIDING QUESTION(S)
What is a portfolio?

What is the difference between a collection and a portfolio?

What is assessment AS learning?

How do students select products to showcase in their portfolio?

How can an electronic portfolio demonstrate Literacy with ICT?

CONTINUUM / CURRICULUM CONNECTION: 

Continuum for Literacy with ICT

Big Idea – Communicate

Big Idea - Reflect

English Language Arts

General Outcome 4 – Present and Share

General Outcome 5 – Develop and Celebrate Community

Social Studies

S-403: Present information and ideas orally, visually, concretely, or electronically.

SUGGESTED LEARNING RESOURCES 

Print:

Davies, Anne. Finding Proof of Learning in a One-to-One Computing Classroom. Courtenay, BC: Connections Publishing, 2004.

This publication reports on a year of observation of students in Maine engaged in a pilot project. Components of authentic assessment are highlighted. A DVD is included.

___. Making Classroom Assessment Work. Courtenay, BC: Connections, 2000.


Overview of assessment with practical suggestions. Includes a discussion of Triangulation.

Gregory, Kathleen, Caren Cameron and Anne Davies. Conferencing and Reporting: For Use in Middle and Secondary School Classrooms. Courtenay, BC: Connections, 2001.

___. Self-Assessment and Goal-Setting: For Use in Middle and Secondary School Classrooms. Courtenay, BC: Connections, 2000.

___. Setting and Using Criteria: For Use in Middle and Secondary School Classrooms. Courtenay, BC: Connections, 1997.
Manitoba Education and Training. English Language Arts: Foundation for Implementation. Strategies That Make a Difference. “Portfolios”. 1996. Pp. 272-277.

___. Success for All Learners: A Handbook on Differentiating Instruction. “Assessment Instruments: Portfolios”. 1996. Pp. 11.10 – 11.15.

Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth. A Continuum Model for Literacy with ICT. “Assessing, Evaluating, and Reporting on Student Progress”. 2007. P. 24-7.


Available online at http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/tech/lict/resources/handbook/index.html 

Black Line Masters

Admit / Exit Slip on Portfolio

LwICT and the Portfolio Process

Common Types of Portfolios

Information Links:

Barrett, Helen C. Electronic Portfolios.org: Information About Electronic Portfolio Development and Digital Storytelling. 2007.

http://electronicportfolios.org/

This comprehensive site includes:

· Professional Development for Implementing Electronic Portfolios. 2005.

http://electronicportfolios.org/teachers/profdev.html
· e-Portfolios for Learning: a Blog. 2007.

http://electronicportfolios.org/blog/2007/03/k-12-student-portfolio.html 

· Authentic Assessment With Electronic Portfolios Using Common Software and Web 2.0 Tools. 2006.

http://electronicportfolios.org/web20.html 
Fox, Ian. “Learning To Learn Through Student Portfolios” and “Learning To Learn in the 21st Century” 


http://www.foxedu.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/Ian_Fox-Learning_to_Learn_in_the_21st_Century-2003.pdf 
Kemp, Judy and Debby Toperoff. Guidelines for Portfolio Assessment in Teaching English.


Comprehensive site on all aspects of portfolio. English Inspectorate, Ministry of Education, Israel. 1998.


http://cms.education.gov.il/EducationCMS/Units/Mazkirut_Pedagogit/English/Publications/Portfolio__Assessment/ 

 Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth. Assessment and Evaluation; Kindergarten to Grade 12. 
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/index.html 


Communicating Student Learning: Guidelines for Schools – Draft. 2007.


http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/index.html
Rethinking Classroom Assessment with Purpose in Mind. 2007.


http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/wncp/index.html 
___. Literacy with ICT. 2007.

Smith, Carol. Assessing and Reporting Student Progress Thru Student-Led Portfolio Conferences.  National Middle School Association. 1999-2007.


http://www.nmsa.org/Publications/WebExclusive/Portfolio/tabid/650/Default.aspx 
See also: related online professional learning experiences

Topics – FOCUSSED OBSERVATION OF LEARNING IN LwICT

SUGGESTIONS FOR LEARNING

Activating My Prior Knowledge:

· Fill out the admit portion of BLM – Admit / Exit Slip for Portfolios (for numbers 1 and 2)

· What tools and strategies do you currently use to gather information about your students’ learning for evaluation purposes?

· How do your students currently store and display their classroom work, both print and electronic?

· Investigate what means colleagues in other classrooms use with their students to store and display classroom work.

· How do your students currently share proof of learning with their parents? How is it done in other classrooms?

Acquiring Information:

· Finding out the basic information

· Read the chapter on “Assessment AS Learning” in Rethinking Classroom Assessment with Purpose in Mind. 

· Reflect on what Assessment FOR learning, Assessment AS learning and Assessment OF learning looks like in your classroom. What tools and strategies could you use in each instance to gather information about your students’ learning, other than what you currently use? What is the importance of Assessment AS learning in your classroom?

· Read the section on Portfolios from Strategies That Make a Difference and Success for All Learners. 

· Read BLM – Different Types of Portfolios for more information.

· Learning more about the process of portfolio creation 

· What are ePortfolios? Watch Dr. Barrett’s videos at Apple Learning.

· Read BLM – LwICT and the Portfolio Process
· Fill out the exit portion of BLM – Admit / Exit Slip for Portfolios (for numbers 1 and 2). Complete number 3.

Applying in My Classroom: 
· What does using student ePortfolios for assessment look like in my classroom?

· Read How ePearl Supports Development of Student Literacy with ICT on Manitoba Education’s web site.

· Model for your students the use “do more of this, less of that, do that instead” statements so they can effectively give feedback to their peers. (Davies, 2004)

· How do I get my students involved in creating their own ePortfolios?

· The first step is to get students involved in setting goals for their learning. Only then can they reflect on whether they have met their goals or what they can do to improve their learning in order to meet their goals.

· Use the ePearl videos available online on the LwICT “Assessing” page to involve students in the steps of planning, doing, and reflecting as they “produce to show understanding”.

· Students as young as grade K and 1 can reflect on their learning, with guidance. Watch Victoria’s video reflections on Dr. Barrett’s page at Apple Learning.

· What resources can be used to create Student ePortfolios?

NOTE: In the absence of customized ePortfolio software, any software application that can handle pictures and text, allow for some creativity, and let students link from one page to the next can be used to create an electronic portfolio. 

· For more information on ePearl, consult the ePearl page on Manitoba Education’s Literacy with ICT website

Implementation Links

Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth. “ePearl”. Literacy with ICT. 2007.

___. “Assessing, Evaluating, and Reporting on Student Progress”. Portfolios.
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/lict/teachers/assess.html 
Watch online ePearl short videos on Planning, Doing, and Reflecting 
___. “How ePearl Supports Student Development of Literacy with ICT”.

http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/tech/lict/teachers/epearl.html 


SUGGESTIONS FOR ASSESSMENT

· Personal Journaling: 

· What have I learned that I was not previously aware of? 

· What has been clarified? 

· What do I want to pursue to find out more? 

· Is there any issue I feel I should share with my colleagues? How to I plan to do that?

· Providing Feedback:

· To your students: Has your feedback to students been descriptive, to allow them to effectively edit their work and to set appropriate learning goals for the future?

· To the Literacy with ICT project team: Please share any issue that was not clear, any questions you have, or suggestions for a future update. 

· Observing Students:

· An electronic portfolio is a tool for students to display and share evidence of their learning. 

BLM - Admit / Exit Slip on Portfolio

1. What is a Collection of student work?


2. What is a Portfolio of student work?


3. Write a statement to compare and contrast the two terms.



BLM – LwICT and the Portfolio Process

“A major purpose for using portfolios is to foster student metacognition—that is, to teach students how to monitor, think about, and then improve the quality of their own work, and, in the process, to become less dependent on the teacher’s assessment of their work.”

Manitoba Education. Communicating Student Learning (Draft). Winnipeg, MB, 2007. http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/assess/
Many teachers already use variations on portfolios to document and share students’ learning by asking them to

· select parts of the same piece of work, but at different stages of completion, to record the steps they took

· create an end-of-the-year “scrapbook” with a collection of some of their best work to take home

· choose work they did at the beginning of the year as well as work they did later, to show the progress they made, and to describe the strategies that helped them make that progress

· periodically review their work and pick out pieces that they think represent their best or most creative or most challenging accomplishments and to reflect on why they made these choices

However you and your students engage in creating portfolios, you will recognize the following process 

1. Collection – Over time students accumulate a collection of work samples. Their samples should be at different stages of completion so as to better assess the learning that takes place over time, the challenges students encounter and how they handle them.

2. Selection – During the school year, students select specific pieces from their collection, that illustrate their learning, to put into their portfolio according to the purpose of the portfolio and the criteria set by the teacher/class.

3. Reflection – This is the heart of the portfolio. This is where students think about why they have chosen each particular piece for their portfolio; how it shows proof of growth and learning based on their initial goals; what they want their audience to know about it, and what they have learned from it.

4. Celebration/Sharing – Students share their portfolio with parents, peers, teachers, and school leaders to receive descriptive feedback about their portfolio.

The very act of creating an electronic portfolio engages students in many of the ‘big ideas’ of Literacy with ICT
· Plan and Question – planning the structure and purpose of their portfolio

· Gather and Make Sense – collecting samples of their work over time

· Produce to Show Understanding – selecting work samples to tell the story of their learning

· Communicate – sharing their portfolio with audiences of peers, parents, and teachers

· Reflect – thinking about their learning and about themselves as learners

· Collaboration – getting descriptive feedback from others about their work

· Motivation and Confidence – thinking about how well they met their learning goals

_________________________

Based on: Manitoba Education. Literacy with ICT Across the Curriculum. « How ePearl Supports Student Development of Literacy with ICT ». http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/tech/lict/teachers/epearl.html

BLM – Common Types of Portfolios
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Adapted fiom: Maritoba Education and Training. Success for All Learners: A Handbook in Differentiating Instruction. "Types of Portfolos'. 1996, P. 11,11
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