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Topics - PLAGIARISM

OVERVIEW

Plagiarism happens when someone passes off the work of another person as their own, does not cite resources, or cites them improperly. 

Today’s students have access to a multitude of ready-made resources, many of which are too easy to copy or download. The issues related to plagiarism are about acknowledging authorship and fostering critical and creative thinking.

As higher-education institutions struggle with issues related to students presenting the work of others as their own, how can we educate our students to prevent such behaviour from happening? By modelling and instilling work habits involving critical thinking, notemaking and making bibliographies, starting at an early age, students should come to believe that plagiarism is not only unnecessary but that it is a non-acceptable behaviour.

GUIDING QUESTION(S)
· How can I make my students aware of issues surrounding plagiarism?

· How can I recognize plagiarism?

CONTINUUM / CURRICULUM CONNECTION: 

Continuum for Literacy with ICT
G-1.2 
Gather and Make Sense - identifies sources of information and provides bibliographic/reference data

E-1.3 
Ethics and Responsibility - recognizes the need to acknowledge authorship of intellectual property

E-2.3 
Ethics and Responsibility - explains consequences of unethical behaviour

E-2.4 
Ethics and Responsibility - applies guidelines for ethical and responsible use of ICT

S-1.2 
Social Implications - relates societal consequences of ethical and unethical use of ICT
English Language Arts
2.3.5 – Create Original Texts
3.3.2 – Record Information
4.2.1 – Appraise Own and Other’s Work

Science

Grades 5 to 8: 5/8-0-2c: Researching – Record information / Make notes … reference sources

Social Studies
Grades 3 to 8: 3/8-s-201: Managing Information and Ideas – Organize and record information in a variety of format and reference sources appropriately 

SUGGESTED LEARNING RESOURCES 

Black Line Masters

Constructing Student-Generated Criteria for Quality Work

http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/multilevel/blms.html
Information Links
Search using the exact symbols and terms <plagiarism +canada> <plagiarism> <”avoiding plagiarism”> but without the <>.
· Indiana University. Writing Tutorial Services. Plagiarism: What It Is and How to Regognize and Avoid It.
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml 
- what constitutes plagiarism, how to recognize it; with explicit examples
· McKenzie, Jamie. “The New Plagiarism: Seven Antidotes to Prevent Highway Robbery in an Electronic Age”. FromNowOn, May 1998.

http://questioning.org/Q4/cov98may.html
- practical suggestions for fostering critical thinking in students in order to avoid plagiarism

· Schmidt, Sarah. Most Cheaters Started in High School: Survey. The Vancouver Sun. 30 Sept 2006.
http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/story.html?id=5a17d656-5a70-432b-a465-b15cc562f26c&p=1
- 73 % of students admit to serious cheating while in high school.

· 2Learn.ca. On plagiarism.
http://www.2learn.ca/mapset/safetynet/plagiarism/plagiarism.html
- definition, what to look for, a sleuthing tool with directions to follow for identifying plagiarized material

· Western Illinois University. Plagiarism and the Web.
http://www.wiu.edu/users/mfbhl/wiu/plagiarism.htm
- suggestions for recognizing plagiarism; become familiar with sites offering pre-written papers.

See also: related Professional Learning for Teachers

· Topics – COPYRIGHT 

· Topics – MAKING A BIBLIOGRAPHY

· Topics - NOTEMAKING

· Principles – CRITICAL THINKING

· Principles – DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP

SUGGESTIONS FOR LEARNING

Activating My Prior Knowledge:

·  Read the main page and “The Landscape” in 2Learn.ca’s On Plagiarism for an overview on how learning expectations and situations have changed over the years, and how today’s easy-access resources and scope of issues are impacting on the way students learn. 

Acquiring Information:

· Finding out how to identify plagiarized material

· Using the Sleuthing tool of 2Learn.ca, practice looking for copied material on the Web using a string of discriminate words from a classic book. I.e., “It was the best of times”
Tip: This is also a good way of finding the exact words of a quote when you don’t quite remember how it goes!
Tip: When you feel confident that you know what you are doing using the sleuthing tool, you can use the same searching technique with a standard Google page.

· Learning more about plagiarism and the consequences of inappropriate behaviour

· Find out about Websites that offer prewritten papers at Western Illinois University’s Plagiarism and the Web.

· Read about high school cheating in Sarah Schmidt’s article.

· Find out about the prevalence of plagiarism in the public such as in journalism. Search Google using the exact phrase and symbols <journalists +plagiarism +Canada> but omitting the <>. A long list of hits will take you to numerous records of instances of plagiarism, listing consequences for journalists ranging from “slap on the wrist” to “being sent home”.

Applying in My Classroom: 
· What can I do in my classroom to make it difficult to plagiarize?

· Create learning situations where students are expected to have personal input, for example by expressing an opinion or defending a point of view. 

· Outline learning situations in steps. Expect students to report to you at or after completion of each step. Note student progress and assess. Give them opportunities to reflect on their own progress.

· Develop a plan with students or ask them to make their own. 

· Show students how to take reading notes. Check the notes periodically. Ensure they write the source of the notes with each note so that if they use that note as a citation, they will be able to attribute ownership properly. (See Topics - NOTEMAKING)

· Show students how to do a proper citation and encourage them to use citations in their work, in a reasonable way.

· Show students how to write a bibliography. Check their working bibliography on an ongoing basis. (See Topics – MAKING A BIBLIOGRAPHY)

· Verify students’ work at each step of the process.

· How do I get my students involved in creative and critical thinking, to avoid plagiarism?

· Assign subjects that make it difficult to plagiarize, that require the students to draw conclusions based on what has been discussed in class, or related to a subject for which they must draw on their own personal experience, such as immigration in Manitoba. (See Principles – CRITICAL THINKING)

· Spend a few minutes conferencing with each student and reviewing their notes. Ask them to explain “in their own words”.

· What resources can be used to discuss consequences of plagiarism?

· With older students, review the Regulations of the University of Manitoba.

· Discuss consequences outlined and the impact on students.

Implementation Links

· Case, Roland and LeRoy Daniels. Introduction to the TC2 Conception of Critical Thinking.
http://tc2.ca/about/about-critical-thinking/ 
- how and why we must engage our students in higher-level thinking

· University of Manitoba. 2004-5 Calendar and Registration Guide. General Academic Regulations and Requirement. Section 7: Academic Integrity.  
http://webapps.cc.umanitoba.ca/calendar05/regulations/plagiarism.asp 
- rules of the university for students on plagiarism, and consequences.

· University of Manitoba. Student Advocacy. Cheating, Plagiarism, and Fraud.
http://www.umanitoba.ca/student/advocacy/cheating_plagiarism_fraud.shtml 
- student resource on how to avoid plagiarism, cheating and fraud; consequences of such behaviour; information on how to defend yourself if accused of such behaviour.

SUGGESTIONS FOR ASSESSMENT

· Personal Journaling: 

· What have I learned that I was not previously aware of? 

· What has been clarified? 

· What do I want to pursue to find out more? 

· Is there any issue I feel I should share with my colleagues? How to I plan to do that?

· Providing Feedback:

· Please share with the Literacy with ICT project team, any issue that was not clear, any questions you have, or suggestions for a future update. 

· Observing Students:

· Assess student progress at each step of a learning experience.

· Engage students in setting criteria for their own work, including for components such as notetaking, citations, and making a bibliography. (BLM – Constructing Student-Generated Criteria for Quality Work)

