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Professional Learning Experience

Topics - COPYRIGHT

OVERVIEW

Are you aware of the issues surrounding copyright and intellectual property in education?  Do you believe that theft of intellectual property is the same as theft of physical property?  Do you value the integrity of preserving the ownership of intellectual property even when the copyright holder might be unaware of unauthorized use? Copyright and authorship of intellectual property are two issues that teachers need to make students aware of. 

“As students, we were all taught the value of original thinking and the importance of not plagiarizing the works of others. Since teachers use copyright materials as well as educate the copyright owners and users of tomorrow, they have a unique responsibility to set the right example.” Copyright Matters: Some Key Questions and Answers for Teachers. p. 2
GUIDING QUESTION(S)
· What constitutes copyrighted material?

· What do I need to know about seeking permission to use copyrighted material?

· What are Public Performance Rights and what is the impact on the use of materials in my classroom?

· When is copyrighted material available for use by teachers and students?
CONTINUUM / CURRICULUM CONNECTION: 

Continuum for Literacy with ICT

G-1.2 
Gather and Make Sense - identifies sources of information and provides bibliographic/reference data

E-1.3 
Ethics and Responsibility - recognizes the need to acknowledge authorship of intellectual property

E-2.3 
Ethics and Responsibility - explains consequences of unethical behaviour

E-2.4 
Ethics and Responsibility - applies guidelines for ethical and responsible use of ICT

S-1.2 
Social Implications - relates societal consequences of ethical and unethical use of ICT
English Language Arts

Grades 3 to 8:  3.3.2 - Record Information - …list authors and titles of sources (gr. 3) / …reference sources (gr.8)
Science

Grades 5 to 8: 5/8-0-2c: Researching – Record information / Make notes … reference sources

Social Studies
Grades 3 to 8: 3/8-s-201: Managing Information and Ideas – Organize and record information in a variety of format and reference sources appropriately

SUGGESTED LEARNING RESOURCES 

Print:

· Canada. Council of Ministers of Education. Copyright Matters.  2nd ed. 2005.

Black Line Masters

Questions about Copyright

Questions and Answers about Copyright

Five Rules to Remember about Copyright

Information Links:

Canadian Copyright
Search using the exact symbols and terms <copyright +teachers +canada> but without the <>
· Canada. Council of Ministers of Education. Copyright Matters: Some Key Questions and Answers for Teachers. 2nd ed. 2005.

http://www.cmec.ca/else/copyright/matters/indexe.stm
- the little orange booklet you have in your schools

· Canada. Council of Ministers of Education. Copyright Consortium. [Canada-US Copyright Comparison]. April 2005.
http://www.aucc.ca/_pdf/english/media/copyright_comparison_us_can_e.pdf
- a chart outlining the major differences between copyright laws in the US and Canada as they apply to teachers
· Manitoba. Instructional Resources Unit. Canadian Copyright Information.
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/iru/copyright/index.html
- the most comprehensive site for all legal documents pertaining to Canada
· Media Awareness Network. Web Awareness. Internet Citizenship.
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/special_initiatives/web_awareness/wa_librarians/public/internet_citizenship.cfm
- an overview of issues related to copyright, plagiarism and netiquette.
· 2Learn.ca. The 2Learn.ca Education Society Presents ‘Net Know-How.

http://www.2learn.ca/nkh/default.html
- user-friendly information, sample letters and links to other websites

U.S. Copyright

· McKenzie, Jamie. Keeping It Legal: Questions Arising out of Web Site Management.

http://www.fno.org/jun96/legal.html
- a more in-depth look at issues related to electronic material, discussed in user-friendly language

· Templeton, Brad. 10 Big Myths About Copyright Explained.

http://www.templetons.com/brad/copymyths.html
- Q & A format, easy to read; US but many concepts apply to Canadian copyright as well;

online form to ask permission to use materials; fill in the blank

· Zielinski, Dave. Organizing Your Message: Are You a Copyright Criminal? Presentations. June 1, 1999.
http://www.allbusiness.com/services/business-services-advertising/4245052-1.html
- Food for thought. Written from a business perspective

See also: related Professional Learning for Teachers
· Topics – MAKING A BIBLIOGRAPHY

· Topics – PLAGIARISM

· Topics – NOTEMAKING

· Principles – DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP

SUGGESTIONS FOR LEARNING
Activating My Prior Knowledge:

· Read Dave Zielinski’s Are You a Copyright Criminal?  

· Do you recognize some of your behaviour in this story? Jot down some of the behaviours in which you engage; consider why. Is it ignorance of copyright law, ease of access and retrieval, belief that theft of intellectual property is allowed for educational purposes, or do you have other rationales? 

Acquiring Information:

· Finding out the basic information

· Read Media Awareness’ Internet Citizenship for an overview of copyright and related issues.

· Read Copyright Matters. Use BLM-Questions About Copyright and answer the questions based on your reading. Check possible answers using BLM-Questions & Answers About Copyright.

· Learning more about the issue

· Read Copyright Issues of Grassroots Communities. Make yourself familiar with the resources on the page. Make a poster of the 5 Golden Rules for your classroom wall. (BLM – Five Rules to Remember)

· Read the Canada-US Copyright Chart to find out some of the differences between copyright law in the two countries. Become aware that when you read about copyright, you should always seek Canadian resources, opinions, and laws.

· Peruse the US resources (McKenzie, Templeton) listed in the Links. They provide insight into the world of copyright.

Applying in My Classroom: 
· What does protection of intellectual property look like in my classroom?

· Does your school have a copyright release form for student work? Is this a form that parents/ guardians sign once at the beginning of the year? If not, do you seek permission every time you show or post student work or pictures?

· Demonstrate appropriate copyright behaviour by asking students permission to show or share their work with the class. Explain why you ask and remind them every now and then.

· When using a copyright resource, show that you have sought and obtained permission to use it. For example, if you taped a show from Cable in the Classroom, explain why you were able to show it; if you want to show an entertainment video, explain why you cannot accept one that a student brought from home, or explain steps your school has taken to purchase a license to show such videos in a public setting such as a school or a classroom. (BLM – Questions and Answers About Copyright)

· How do I get my students involved in recognizing and respecting copyright and intellectual property?

· Read Diane Painter’s article about misconceptions of students regarding copyright. Adapt her strategies to your classroom to engage students in thinking about issues of authorship, intellectual property and copyright.

· From early years, get students to assert their authorship and the right to their work by adding a © to it.

· When reading a book, even to very young children, start by stating the title and the author / illustrator. i.e., “Today’s story is Love You Forever, written by Robert Munsch, illustrated by Sheila McGraw”. This raises awareness of authorship.

· Explain intellectual property in terms that students understand, by comparing ownership of a written work or image to ownership of a toy, or some object dear to them. Ask them whether they would let someone take that object without asking.

· Expect that students reference sources at all times, as described in curriculum documents. (See Topics – MAKING A BIBLIOGRAPHY)

· Provide younger students with websites allowing the use of copyrighted images or for images in the public domain and explain to them that this means their authors have already given permission to use the resources there. Show them how that permission is stated on the website.

· Show older students how to find whether the resources on websites allow the use of copyrighted images or have images in the public domain. (See http://www.2learn.ca/nkh/nkhcrimg.html) Use sites listed under Links for websites allowing the use of copyrighted images or for images in the public domain to let students find copyright statements.
· What resources can be used without breaking the copyright law?

· Engage the students in creative thinking by encouraging them to create the text and images they plan to insert in their electronic work (take their own digital photographs or video clips, draw their own images)
· Identify websites that allow users to download images and photographs or that are in the public domain. CHECK THEIR POLICY PERIODICALLY AS IT CAN CHANGE!

· Practice filling out Permission forms to ask for the use of an image, sound clip, clip art, or any other resource you find that is copyrighted.

· NOTE: It is YOUR responsibility to check for copyright information on a website.

Implementation Links
Search using the exact symbols and terms <”digital images” +copyright +canada> but without the <>
· A.C.F. (Audio Ciné Films Inc.)
http://www.acf-film.com/ 
- They are the Canadian agent for most major film studios like Walt Disney. Purchase public viewing rights through them.
· 2Learn.ca. Digital Images and Copyright
http://www.2learn.ca/copyright/images.html
- how do you assess whether you have permission to use an image? Where do you find the information on the website?

· Painter, Diane D. What Do You Mean COPYRIGHT Does Not Mean I Have the Right to Copy? Aug 1, 2004.
http://www.techlearning.com/shared/printableArticle.php?articleID=23902530
- a teacher queries her students about their understanding of copyright and takes steps to clarify them. USA context. Focus on her actions rather than the content of the answers she provides her students.

· Inventions, Innovations, and Discoveries. IMYM Project for Grade 6. Module 4.1: Design Your Own Invention or Build a Better…
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/tech/imym/6/module4/m4_1.pdf
- information on Patents

Tools To Support Implementation
Search using the exact symbols and terms <”obtaining permission” +copyright> <”sample letter” +copyright> but without the <>.
· Warlick, David. Landmarks for Schools. Permission Template.
http://www.landmark-project.com/permission1.php for teachers

http://www.landmark-project.com/permission_student.php for students

Links for websites allowing the use of copyrighted images or for images in the Public Domain
Websites allowing the use of copyrighted images or for images in the public domain

Search using the exact symbols and terms <”public domain” +images> <”copyright free” +images> but without the <>.
· University of Northern Iowa. Rod Library. Images You Can Use. 

http://www.library.uni.edu/instruction/tips/guidepublicdomain.shtml
- the links at the bottom of the page refer to copyright law in the US.

· Wikipedia. List of Images
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:List_of_images
Websites that list many other websites, some of which may NOT allow the use of copyrighted images or be in the Public Domain. You will have to pre-select which ones you provide for your students. 

· Springfield Township Highschool Virtual Library. Copyright Friendly and Copyleft (Mostly!) Images for Use in Multimedia Project and Web Pages.

http://mciu.k12.pa.us/~spjvweb/cfimages.html
SUGGESTIONS FOR ASSESSMENT

· Personal Journaling: 

· What have I learned that I was not previously aware of? 

· What has been clarified? 

· What do I want to pursue to find out more? 

· Is there any issue I feel I should share with my colleagues? How to I plan to do that?

· Providing Feedback:

· Please share with the Literacy with ICT project team, any issue that was not clear, any questions you have, or suggestions for a future update. 

· Observing Students:

· Ask students if they know why you ask their permission to share their work.

· Note whether students list their sources of information.

· Question the source of any image, sound clip, or clipart that a student uses.

· Ask students to show you examples of statements, in books or on websites, that allow free use of an image, a sound clip or clipart. Conversely, ask them to show you an example of a statement that prohibits it.

· Ask to see permission forms before they are emailed to copyright holders to ensure they are complete and represent the intended use for the resource being sought.


BLM – Five Rules to Remember about Copyright


Copyright Issues for Images/ Photos/ Video clips

Five Rules to Remember

1. Draw original images or take original photos or video clips to avoid copyright infringements.

2. Choose images/photos from copyright-free sources & link back to those sites as

· courtesy

· proof of source

· acknowledgement of credit

3. If you find a site with an image/photo/video clip you need to use, read the fine print for copyright information, and then request permission to use it.

4. Give credit by providing a bibliography for all sources.

5. Use established formats for citing all Internet sources.

Adapted from Grassroots Communities 
Make a poster of this list or ask students to create one and post it in a prominent place in the classroom.


BLM - Questions about Copyright

Instructions: After reading Copyright Matters, answer the questions below. Check your answers with BLM – Questions and Answers about Copyright.

Canada. Council of Ministers of Education. Copyright Matters: Some Key Questions and Answers for Teachers. 2nd ed. 2005
http://www.cmec.ca/else/copyright/matters/indexe.stm
What is Copyright?

How does Copyright affect me as a teacher?

Is something copyrighted if it does not have the © symbol on it?

What does Public Domain mean?

Is Copyright law the same in Canada and the US?

Can I show a video I taped from the TV?

Can I show my class a video a student brought from home / rented from a video store? (Public Performance)

How can I show videos or information documentaries in school without paying royalties?

What are the copyright rules for the Internet?

Are there resources on the Internet allowing their use?

What about when resources do not show any permission to use statement?

How do I find out whether images on the Internet are copyrighted?

Can I copy images from a website that is on a list of suggested resources from Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth?


BLM - Questions and Answers about Copyright

More elaborate information and explanations are found in the following publication on the pages stated at the end of the citations:
Canada. Council of Ministers of Education. Copyright Matters: Some Key Questions and Answers for Teachers. 2nd ed. 2005
http://www.cmec.ca/else/copyright/matters/indexe.stm
What is Copyright?

“Copyright is the legal protection of literary, dramatic, artistic, and musical works, sound recordings, performances, and communications signals.” P.1
How does Copyright affect me as a teacher?

“Copyright provides creators with the legal right to be paid for — and to control the use of  — their creations. Copyright also provides exceptions to the rights of creators for users, like educational 

institutions, who want access to material protected by copyright … Copying ideas, facts, or information in your own words is not copyright infringement; however, proper citation of sources is required.” P.1 

Is something copyrighted if it does not have the © symbol on it?

“[it is not] necessary for the © symbol to appear on a work for it to have copyright protection.” P.1 

What does Public Domain mean?

“A work in the public domain is freely available for anyone to use without asking for permission or paying royalties.” P.3

In Canada, works are in the Public Domain 50 years after the death of the copyright owner.

Is Copyright law the same in Canada and the US?

“In order to determine the use you can make of resources, it is always the Canadian Copyright Act that will apply, regardless of where those resources may have originated. In the United States, for example, the "fair use" doctrine is quite different from "fair dealing" in Canada. When compared with the Canadian "fair dealing" doctrine, the United States’ "fair use" doctrine permits broader uses of copyright material without permission or payment to the copyright owner.” P.2
Can I show my students a video I taped from the TV?

Yes, under certain conditions, and you will have to pay royalties P.11-12

Can I show my class a video a student brought from home / rented from a video store? (Public Performance)

“Videos that are rented or purchased from most commercial sources such as video stores are licensed for "home use only" — their performance in a classroom would be an infringement of copyright.” P.13

“Showing videos purchased from other sources such as a retail store, purchased directly from the United States, or taped from television, either at home or at the school, is more problematic. In many cases, showing them on school premises will likely be an infringement of copyright because the public performance rights have not been obtained.” P.14 
How can I show videos or information documentaries in school without paying royalties?

“Videos that are acquired from educational sources or are borrowed from educational media centres will normally include the right to perform the work in public (in a school).” P.12 
“It is important to know how the videos in your school were acquired. Those obtained from educational suppliers or from your media centre can be shown on school premises because the public performance rights were acquired at the time the videos were purchased.” P. 14

You may also access resources through a program such as Cable in the Classroom. 
What are the copyright rules for the Internet?

“Most material available on the Internet is protected by copyright. This includes text (e.g., postings to newsgroups, e-mail messages), images, photographs, music, video clips, and computer software. 

Under the Copyright Act, reproduction and unauthorized use of a protected work are currently infringements. Therefore, reproduction of any work or a substantial part of any work on the 

Internet would infringe copyright unless you have the permission of the owner.” P.16
Are there resources on the Internet allowing their use?

“Where a work has been placed on the Internet with the message that it can be freely copied, there is an actual licence to copy the work. Sometimes the terms of the licence are subject to conditions. 

Common conditions are that the posting cannot be used for commercial purposes, must be circulated in its entirety, cannot be used out of context, and cannot be edited or reformatted. If you abide by the conditions, you may copy the work without infringing copyright.” P.16-17 

Example statements that may be found with the resources: 

“This document may be freely reproduced without obtaining the permission of the authors, provided that no changes whatsoever are made to the text.” P. i.

OR: “…the copyright notice may state that the work may be reproduced, communicated, or performed for educational purposes without permission or payment.” P.3
OR: "This item may be freely reproduced for educational purposes as long as it is correctly attributed to the author."
What about when resources do not show any permission to use statement?

“Any works protected by copyright that are on your school’s or district’s Web site require copyright clearance, unless the school or district already owns the copyright in them. If the school or district does not own the copyright, permission must be obtained from the copyright owner. The permission must be in writing. The same would apply for students accessing student Web sites.” P.17
How do I find out whether images on the Internet are copyrighted?

Copyright statements are sometimes located on another page on a website and not always easy to find. The following page discusses at length how to locate such statements and what to look for.

http://www.2learn.ca/nkh/nkhcrimg.html 
Remember: “[it is not] necessary for the © symbol to appear on a work for it to have copyright protection.” P.1 

Can I copy images from a website that is on a list of suggested resources from Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth?

The same conditions apply to information from those websites, as described above and in Copyright Matters, even if those websites are on lists of suggested educational websites.

