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Topics – COLLABORATIVE LEARNING
OVERVIEW

“Collaborative Learning is based on several basic principles that all must be considered during assessment: positive interdependence, individual accountability, considerable face-to face interaction, effective group process skills, equal participation, and simultaneous interaction” (Kagan, n.d.; Johnson, 1989, as quoted in Stairs, Dana. Assessment in the Collaborative Classroom. Pacific Lutheran University).
GUIDING QUESTION(S)
· What is Collaborative Learning?

· How is it different from ‘traditional’ teaching?

· How is it different from Cooperative Learning?

· What impact does it have on my current teaching practices?

CONTINUUM / CURRICULUM CONNECTION: 

Continuum for Literacy with ICT

Big Idea: Collaboration

Big Idea: Communicate

Big Idea: Reflect

English Language Arts

For Kindergarten to Grade 8:

1.1.2 Consider Others’ Ideas

5.2.1 Cooperate with Others

5.2.2 Work in Groups

5.2.3 Use Language to Show Respect

5.2.4 Evaluate Group Process

Science

K-0-4e Participate in cooperative group learning experiences

1-0-4f Work in cooperative partnerships and groups

2-0-4f Work in a variety of cooperative partnerships and groups

3/4-0-4f Assume roles and share responsibilities as group members

5-0-4d Assume various roles and share responsibilities as group members

6/7-0-4d Assume various roles to achieve group goals

8-0-4d Identify and assume various roles to achieve group goals

Social Studies

Skills for Active Democratic Citizenship
SUGGESTED LEARNING RESOURCES 

Black Line Masters

Strategies for Collaborative Learning

Print:

· Manitoba Education and Training. English Language Arts: Foundation for Implementation. Strategies That Make a Difference. “Co-operative Learning”. Pp. 17-22.

· Manitoba Education and Training. Success for All Learners: A Handbook on Differentiating Instruction. “Cooperative Learning”. Pp. 5.7-5.10

Information Links:

Concept to Classroom. What Are Cooperative and Collaborative Learning? 
http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/coopcollab/index.html 
Panitz, Ted. A Definition of Collaborative vs Cooperative Learning.
http://www.city.londonmet.ac.uk/deliberations/collab.learning/panitz2.html 

ProjectCenter@2Learn.ca. Project Basics – Show Me How: The Collaborative Environment. 
- this site offers a comprehensive overview of collaborative learning: traditional vs collaborative, cooperative vs collaborative, teacher’s role, assessment, creating a collaborative environment.
- Note: the page is slow to upload
http://www.2learn.ca/projects/together/classroom.html 
Reference Links:

Johnson, David and Roger Johnson. The Cooperative Learning Center at the University of Minnesota.
http://www.co-operation.org/ 
North Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL). Critical Issue: Working Toward Student Self-Direction and Personal Efficacy as Educational Goals.
- a discussion of whether collaboration and fostering independent learning are conflicting goals
http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr200.htm 
Panitz, Ted. Generic Issues Involved in Adopting Collaborative Learning. 
- this site is a collection of reflections from educators on collaborative learning and what they see as issues that may hold educators back or make it challenging for them to implement successfully
http://www.city.londonmet.ac.uk/deliberations/collab.learning/gen_index.html 
- read also: Collaborative Learning: Some Points for Discussion
http://www.city.londonmet.ac.uk/deliberations/collab.learning/panitz.html 

Wiersema, Nico. How Does Collaborative Learning Actually Work in a Classroom and How Do Students React To It? A Brief Reflection. Mexico City, 2000.
http://www.city.londonmet.ac.uk/deliberations/collab.learning/wiersema.html 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LEARNING
Activating My Prior Knowledge:

· What is your current understanding of Collaborative Learning? Consider the following points: classroom set-up, process, assessment and reporting. Note questions/concerns you have.

· Do you know anyone who has set up his or her classroom as a collaborative learning environment? Speak to them about their experience. Make a classroom visitation. Check your list of questions/concerns and update.

Acquiring Information:

· Finding out the basic information

· Access the site of ProjectCentre@2Learn.ca. Read through the introductory page for an overview.

· Learning more about Collaborative Learning

· At the same site, look up “Traditional vs Collaborative Classroom” and “Cooperative vs Collaborative Classroom”. Investigate the links to the right on each page for supplementary information.

· If you have concerns about implementing collaborative learning in your classroom, read Panitz’s open and detailed discussion in Generic Issues Involved in Adopting Collaborative Learning
Applying in My Classroom: 
· What does Collaborative Learning look like in my classroom?

· Assess your current classroom environment using the self-assessment guide How Collaborative Is My Classroom? at http://www.2learn.ca/projects/together/start/collab.html 

· Read about the benefits of collaborative learning and view the short video at http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/coopcollab/index_sub3.html 

· How do I get my students involved in Collaborative Learning tasks?

· Read ‘Co-operative Learning’ in Strategies That Make a Difference for a suggested step-by-step implementation procedure

· Consider a classroom setup that is conducive to small group work. Look up Tim Scullion’s suggestions for floor plans for a variety of situations in collaboration.

· Start with a few short structured tasks, where students can learn and practice some of the strategies involved in effective collaboration, get timely feedback, and experience success. (See BLM – Strategies for Collaborative Learning)

· Visit Laura Candler’s site for a few suggestions for implementation and class management in Early Years.

· Access ‘Collaborative Learning’ at Manitoba Education and Training’s IMYM site for suggestions at the Middle Years level.

· Go to Concept to Classroom and look up the Exploration tab found in the horizontal bar near the top of the page for suggestions on “the most effective small groups for specific learning objectives”.

· What resources can I use to facilitate Collaborative Learning?

· Read Kathy Schrock’s practical suggestions for setting up your classroom with centres.
· Make effective use of ICT to collaborate over distance (See Descriptor C-2.1)

Black Line Masters for Implementation

Manitoba Education and Training. Kindergarten to Grade 4 English Language Arts: A Foundation for Implementation. Strategies That Make a Difference. Black Line Masters. Winnipeg, MB: Manitoba Education and Training, 1996.

Teacher BLMs to make notes on focused observations of students

· Co-operative Group Learning, BLM #89

· Group Discussion- Observation Checklist, BLM #60

· Group Participation Checklist, BLM #55

· Group Processing Checklist (Blank), BLM #32

· Group Processing Checklist (Composite), BLM #31

Student BLMs to guide/facilitate reflection and self-assessment :

· Checklist and Learning Log (Group Work), BLM #56

· Group Work Assessment- Form B, BLM #37

· Group Work Reflection, BLM #40

· How Was My Group Work?- Early Years, BLM #41

· How Was My Group Work? Middle Years, BLM #42

· How Was Our Group Work?- Form A, BLM #38

· How Was Our Group Work?, BLM #39

· How We Co-operated in Our Group Work- Form A, BLM #36

· Solving Problems in Group Work, BLM #35

· We Reached Our Goal! Let’s Review, BLM #34

Implementation Links

Aronson, Elliot. The Jigsaw Classroom. 
- how the Jigsaw strategy works, and how to set up a Jigsaw task or classroom
http://www.jigsaw.org/ 
Candler, Laura. From the Classroom of Laura Candler: The Cooperative Learning Network.
- suggestions from a teacher who uses cooperative structures in her classroom
http://home.att.net/~clnetwork/ 
If your network blocks access to the URL above, try this one: http://www.lauracandler.com/ 

Concept to Classroom. What Are Cooperative and Collaborative Learning? 
http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/coopcollab/index.html 
Manitoba Education and Training. Interdisciplinary Middle Years Multimedia (IMYM) Project: Inventions, Innovations, and Discoveries. “Ongoing Learning Experiences: Collaborative Learning”. 
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/tech/imym/6/ole/6.pdf 

Schrock, Kathy. Setting Up Your Classroom. 
- suggestions for setting up learning centres, helpful in early years.
http://www.eduplace.com/rdg/res/classroom.html 
Scullion, Tim. Classroom Floorplan Designs to Optimize Each Kind of Collaboration
http://www.wjcc.k12.va.us/jbms/FACULTY/ScullionTim/floorplans.pdf 
Stairs, Dana. Assessment in the Collaborative Classroom. Pacific Lutheran University.
- suggestions for how assessment of group work can be done, observing student behaviour and engaging students in self, peer and group assessment
http://www.plu.edu/~dmc/gallery/MDP/DanaStairs/Files/img/Research_Collab.pdf 

Tinzmann, M.B. et al. What Is the Collaborative Classroom? NCREL, 1990.
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/aboutus/classrooms/collaborativeClassroom.pdf 
SUGGESTIONS FOR ASSESSMENT

· Personal Journaling: 

· What have I learned that I was not previously aware of? 

· What has been clarified? 

· What do I want to pursue to find out more? 

· Is there any issue I feel I should share with my colleagues? How to I plan to do that?
· Providing Feedback:

· Please share with the Literacy with ICT project team, any issue that was not clear, any questions you have, or suggestions for a future update. 

· Observing Students:

· Many Black Line Masters are listed above. They can be used by the teacher who is observing student behaviour or by students as they self-assess, peer-assess, or group-assess.

· Both assessment of self and others, and teacher observation of student behaviour serve to inform the evaluation process. While students work as a group, the contribution of each student must be noted and reflected in each individual evaluation.

BLM – Strategies for Collaborative Learning

The following strategies may be used to initiate and facilitate Collaborative Learning: 

· Cooperative KWL: Young students work in groups. Each group is assigned a subtopic of the unit of study, and follows the steps of the KWL strategy. 

· Community Check: Together, teacher and students develop a checklist of steps to be completed for a group task. Upon completion of the task, each student checks to see that every step has been completed.

· Consensus Decision Making: Students use this negotiating strategy to come to a common, shared agreement that reflects the perspectives of each and every team member.

· Co-op Co-op: Students work in cooperative teams and with the whole class to reach a class goal.  

· Jigsaw: Each student in a team is to master his or her piece of the content to be learned and then teach it to their original team members

· Numbered Heads Together: Students have the opportunity to discuss the answer to a question before sharing the response with the class.

· Corners/Pick Your Spot/Four Corners: Students brainstorm and discuss ideas or positions with their peers before sharing with the class. 

· Community Circle: Students sit in a large circle. Each person takes a turn sharing ideas and information. Community Circle can be used for problem solving, brainstorming ideas for research, writing, giving feedback etc.

· Roundtable: A question is asked that has many possible answers. In groups, students list their answer on a sheet of paper and pass it to the next person who reads the response, adds an additional answer, and passes on the paper. 

· Turn to Your Partner: Students use "Turn to Your Partner" to discuss their answers/responses, after they have been asked a question. Students discuss how they may combine and improve their answers.

· Think-Pair-Share/Square: Students brainstorm individually, with a partner and then with another pair. This strategy is used to activate prior knowledge, to conduct inquires, to extend understanding, to summarize, and to share new knowledge. 

Supplementary Resources 

· Aronson, Elliot. The Jigsaw Classroom. 
- how the Jigsaw strategy works, and how to set up a Jigsaw task or classroom
http://www.jigsaw.org/ 

· Manitoba Education and Training. English Language Arts: Foundation for Implementation. Strategies That Make a Difference. “Co-operative Learning”. Pp. 17-22.

· Manitoba Education and Training. Success for All Learners: A Handbook on Differentiating Instruction. “Cooperative Learning”. Pp. 5.7-5.10
