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Appendix A:
Essential Understandings and Guiding Questions

Appendix A lists the essential understandings emerging from this concept-based Community
and Diversity interdisciplinary unit, and the guiding questions suggested for inquiry that promote
higher level thinking in students.

Major Concepts

e English Language Arts: Communication
e Mathematics: Change

e Science: Improvement

e Social Studies: Human Needs

Essential Understandings

e Communities consist of diverse populations.

Populations within a community interact and adapt.

People are responsible for protecting and sustaining our environment.
People must value and celebrate the rich diversity of the community.

Guiding Questions
e What is community?
e Who are members of a community?

e What are the physical and natural environment, people, and places that make up the
Manitoba community?

e Why are adaptations necessary within a community?

e How do populations interact within a community?

e How does diversity enrich community?

e What cultural communities can be found in the Manitoba community?

e How does identity and culture influence community?

e How is our personal identity influenced within a community?

e How do artistic and cultural achievements contribute to the community?
e How can our Manitoba community connect with the global community?

¢ How can we use traditional knowledge and technology to care for and sustain our
community and our environment?
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