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What Is Literacy?

Literacy is being able to read, write, listen, speak, view and represent while thinking critically
and creatively about ideas and information. Literacy enables us to understand ourselves and
the world around us, to interact with others and to share thinking.

What Is ICT?

ICT is more than just computers and keyboarding. ICT is 
any Information and Communication Technology that

helps us to find, process and communicate information.
ICT tools include the Internet, cell phones, global positioning systems (GPS), 

texting, video games, digital cameras, MP3 players, wikis, blogs and
more. Some of these tools are being used
today in classrooms all over Manitoba,
and will be used even more in the
future to support learning.

Literacy with ICT IS FOR ME!

What Is Literacy



3
Literacy with ICT IS FOR ME!

with ICT?
Literacy with ICT 

Literacy with ICT consists of critical and creative thinking, ethics and responsibility and
ICT literacy. Literacy with ICT is the ability to find, evaluate, use and share information
by thinking critically, creatively and ethically. It is also about when, why and
how to use ICT in responsible ways.

Literacy with ICT is like a puzzle with three pieces that fit together. All the pieces are
needed to create the whole picture.

What Are Critical and Creative Thinking?

Critical thinking means developing good judgment and making smart 
choices. Creative thinking means being inventive, thinking innovatively 
and using imagination. 

Why Are Ethics and Responsibility Important?

Our children are citizens of a digital world. Citizenship involves 
responsibilities as well as rights. Our young citizens need to learn how 
to use ICT in a safe and responsible way, so that they and our society 
won’t be at risk.

What Is ICT Literacy? 
ICT literacy, one component of Literacy with ICT, is the ability to 
demonstrate ICT skills such as managing electronic files and folders.

Critical
Thinkers
plan, sort 
and organize 
information

- - x

Creative
Thinkers
produce and share
new ideas in
new ways

- - x
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Literacy with ICT
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Why does my child need to develop
Literacy with ICT?
The world is not the same place it was a generation ago. Students today 
routinely use ICT that we only dreamed of back then. Using these tools
under teacher supervision, students in Manitoba have access to much 
of the information that exists in the world today! While that sounds
fantastic (and it is), it does create some challenges. How do students
sort through what is good information and
what is not? How do they figure out whether
the information they find is current, accurate
and fair? How can they make sense of it all?
These are key questions we ask ourselves while
living in an information age. 

Literacy with ICT Across the Curriculum provides
a framework for teachers to follow when planning
learning and when assessing student literacy with ICT.
Students are also taught how to self-assess their own literacy
with ICT. 

It is predicted that most people will have 10 to 14 jobs by the time they are 40 years old. So,
we need to be sure that children are prepared to learn new skills as they move through life. 
As children increase their literacy with ICT, they learn how to learn. 

Why do 
volcanoes 

erupt?
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Critical and 
Creative Thinking

▲ ask ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions

▲ make a plan to find
answers to their 
questions

▲ know how to find 
information to answer
their questions

▲ figure out if the 
information they find 
is true and trustworthy

▲ choose the best tools 
to create their electronic
work

▲ communicate with others 
electronically

▲ seek and share feedback
about their learning

Ethics and 
Responsibility

■ show respect as they
work with others to 
gather information or to
create electronic work

■ follow guidelines that
help keep them safe
while communicating
electronically

■ ask permission and give
credit to authors when
they want to use their
work

■ use ICT only at the right
times and in the right
places

■ show confidence and
interest in learning 
with ICT

ICT 
Literacy

● insert and edit words,
numbers, pictures, sound
and movies 

● find efficient ways
through websites 

● manage electronic files
and folders

● select and use digital
cameras and other ICT

Here are some examples of what you might see children do as they develop their
literacy with ICT from Kindergarten through Grade 12.

Literacy with ICT IS FOR ME!

What does Literacy with ICT
look like?
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Your child will develop literacy with ICT in the classroom with his or her own teacher.
Literacy with ICT is not a separate subject. Students will develop their literacy
with ICT at the same time as they learn how to read, write, calculate, and explore 
literature, science and social studies.

Reflect

Communicate

Plan and 
Question

Produce 
to Show

Understanding

How will my child develop
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Gather and 
Make Sense

Critical and
Creative Thinking

Literacy with ICT IS FOR ME!
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Literacy with ICT Across the Curriculum is built on nine Big Ideas. There are 
five Big Ideas focused on critical and creative thinking. There are four Big Ideas 
focused on ethics and responsibility.

Literacy with ICT?
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Motivation and
Confidence

Collaboration

Social 
Implications

Ethics and
Responsibility

Ethics and
Responsibility

Literacy with ICT IS FOR ME!
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The five Big Ideas focused on critical and creative thinking are based on a learning process
called Inquiry. Inquiry is a process that we all follow in our daily lives, though we may not even
be aware of it. To guide their learning in any subject, students follow this process: 

Reflect

Communicate

Gather and
Make Sense

Inquiry
a process for learning

where students investigate
real world questions 

and construct their own
understanding of how 

the world works

Critical and Creative Thinking

2 we research and gather
information, decide if what 
we find fits and then 
organize it 

3 we use our information
to produce something
that shows we have
found our answer

Literacy with ICT IS FOR ME!

Produce to Show 
Understanding

1 we have a question that we
want answered and we create
a plan for how we are going
to find an answer

5 we make changes after we
consider feedback from others 

What does Inquiry look like? 

Plan and
Question

4 we share our product with others
to get their feedback

I won’t put 
tomatoes in 

the salad 
next time!

What 
should I make 
for supper?




