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Teacher 

Preparation Notes

This 20-minute video has been split into two segments that can be

viewed separately or consecutively. 
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CAUTION

Vocabulary

• Aboriginal 

• Métis or Metis

• resistance

• rebellion

• treason 

• Michif

• bombardier

• infinity 

• culture

• symbol

• oral tradition 

• legend

• Washington,
DC (USA)

It is recommended that teachers preview the DVD before showing it to students.
There are two segments in this video that may cause concern for some students: 

• A descendant of one of the Métis participants in the Battle of Batoche
relates a tragic story describing the violent death of his ancestor

• A hunting scene depicts a snared rabbit

This video is bilingual. 

Prepare students by

encouraging them to listen

carefully for familiar 

French words. Explain that 

all the main ideas are

expressed in both languages

and that at times there will be

English captions on the screen.  

Refer to General Guidelines for 

Viewing Visual Media (page 7). 



KI-008 Identify francophone communities in Manitoba.

The following distinctive learning outcome has been developed for use with 
francophone students. 

KI-008F Identify connections between their local community and other francophone communities 

in Manitoba.

KL-020 Locate on a map and describe geographic features of Manitoba. (Examples: lakes and 

rivers, landforms, vegetation, forests, parks, cities and towns, First Nations communities…)

KL-024 Give examples of Aboriginal peoples’ traditional relationships with the land.

VI-003 Value ethnic and cultural diversity in Manitoba.

VI-004 Value the artistic and cultural achievements of Manitobans.

Cluster 4: History of Manitoba 
KI-010 Give examples of the contributions of diverse ethnic and cultural communities to the 

history of Manitoba.

KI-011 Give examples of Aboriginal contributions to the history of Manitoba. (Examples: place

names, art, parks and historic sites, symbols and stories, guidance to early settlers…)

The following distinctive learning outcome has been developed for use with 
Aboriginal students. 

KI-011A Recognize that their identities are connected to the history of their Aboriginal community.

KI-012 Give examples of francophone contributions to the history of Manitoba. 

(Examples: settlement of Saint-Boniface, place names, language and culture, voyageurs…)

The following distinctive learning outcome has been developed for use with 
francophone students. 

KI-012F Recognize that their identities are connected to the history of their francophone

community.

KH-033 Relate stories of people and events that shaped Manitoba. (Examples: voyageurs, Louis Riel,

Chief Peguis, Lord Selkirk, Nellie McClung, Thanadelthur, bison hunt…)

KH-035 Describe ways in which life in Manitoba has changed over time. (Examples: housing, food,

hunting and fishing, clothing, recreation, languages, education, agriculture, transportation…)

VH-008 Value oral tradition as an important way to learn history.

�

�

�
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Segment 2:

Teacher Notes

Michif Language 
It is advisable to prepare students for viewing this segment by providing them with some information

about the Michif language. 

The Michif language incorporates elements of French, Plains Cree, and Ojibway, but has various

regional and cultural dialects. Ongoing work is being done toward the preservation of the language. 

Jules Chartrand, a Métis historian from St. Laurent, is interviewed in this segment. His part in

the video has not been translated so as to preserve the Métis content and the flow of the

language without the hindrance of translation. He explains the difference between the

way Michif people pronounce letter combinations as compared to Canadian French

and European French. For

example: 

• the é in French is

pronounced ee in Michif

• the e in French is

pronounced u in Michif 

• the t in French, between

two vowels, is

pronounced tch in

Michif 

For further information contact:

Métis Culture and Heritage Resource Centre, Michif Language:
<www.metisresourcecentre.mb.ca/language/>

Encourage students to listen for the following words
and to note the different pronunciations: 

� petit (English — small)

� culture (English — culture)

� lancer (English — to throw)

� éplucher (English — to peel)
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General Guidelines for Viewing Visual Media (continued)

Before Viewing
• Establish a purpose for viewing by describing what the

students are about to view and points to watch for.

• Activate with “story-mapping”—predicting what the

video might be about.

• Have students generate questions about the topic,

or provide “focus questions.”

During Viewing
If time permits, and after viewing the video with

full sound and images, consider these viewing

alternatives:

• Silent viewing: Mute the volume to focus on visual cues, and then review the

segment with the sound. Discuss how perceptions changed with the sound.

• Sound only: Darken the screen to focus on audio cues, and then review the segment with video.

Discuss how perceptions changed with the video.

• Jigsaw: One group views silently, while the other group listens only to the soundtrack. Members from

opposite groups collaborate to share their information and ideas. Alternately, one-half of the class,

the “listeners,” sits with their backs to the screen while the other half of the class, the “viewers,” faces

the screen. After the video segment, the listeners ask the viewers questions about what was

happening, and the viewers answer the questions. 

• Freeze frame: Pause the image to freeze the picture. Discuss new vocabulary, make further

predictions and inferences, or have small-group discussions about connections to the concept, topic,

or theme.

After Viewing
• Students discuss and evaluate the video, expressing their reactions to the content.

• Students may ask new questions to guide further research. 

• Students represent in various formats what they have learned.



10 St. Laurent, A Métis Community

B N K W L E I R S I U O L G G

O O O D A L Q T Q G R S F N E

M I R G N S O S N F T T I I H

B T B W O Q H I A L S C S G S

A I K A V P L I A M N N H G A

R D K T T D I U N A A X I I S

D A D X D O R N D G Y D N J H

I R E I D E C E A E T K G U I

E T F R N T R H B M I O N T S

R L P T U A T H E G N T N L W

D A K K U T R A P P I N G D E

T R E Q N T L U D N F O E F C

N O S A E R T U G D N G H I N

K C O N N A B T C W I P U B W

G A B R I E L D U M O N T D B

BANNOCK
BATOCHE
BOMBARDIER
CULTURE
DAMAS
FIDDLING
FISHING

GABRIEL DUMONT
HUNTING 
INFINITY
JIGGING
LOUIS RIEL
MANIPOGO
ORAL TRADITION

SASH
STLAURENT
SQUARE DANCING
TRAPPING 
TREASON 
WASHINGTON DC

Métis Word Search
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