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   Enduring Understandings

 Our decisions  

and actions matter; they have 

social, environmental, economic, 

and political consequences.

Indigenous 
knowledge and world 

views offer alternatives to 
prevailing assumptions about how 

to live with one another within  
the environment.

Individuals, groups, governments, 
and corporations have the 

power to effect change and the 

responsibility to contribute  
to a sustainable  future.

 
Political systems distribute power, privilege, and wealth in different ways, some more justly than others.

 A just society respects 
human diversity and recognizes 

universal, equal, and inalienable human rights.

 

The media do not 

provide neutral reflections of 

reality; they affect our decisions  

and actions.

 
A global economic 

system that depends upon 
and perpetuates unrestrained 

consumerism  
is unsustainable.

Economic 
and  technological 

development has contributed 
greatly to society, but often with 

harmful human and environmental 
consequences.

 There is no them or 

over there: we all belong to the 

human species, our concerns are 

interdependent, and we are part of 

the natural world.

Our 
ecological footprint 

is exceeding Earth’s 

capacity to sustain  

biodiversity and  
human life.
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        Health and Biotechnology
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     Poverty, Wealth, and Power

     
     

     
     

       
  Peace and Co n f ic
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    Oppression and Genocide

       
       

       
   Gender Politics

      

Social Ju s tice and Human Rights
Consumerism  

 Minimize your ecological footprint and live 

more responsibly.

 Recognize the consequences of your decisions 

and take action as a citizen.

 Be an ethical decision maker.

 Evaluate the purposes of media and critically 

question information sources and our 

responses to media.

 Make consumption decisions that follow 

ecological and ethical principles.

 Assess the relative value and sustainability of 

economic and technological developments.

 Explore Indigenous perspectives.

 Support democratic citizenship and be 

vigilant about political decisions.

 Be committed to universal human rights.

 Uphold the value of every person and 

strive to build community; act in ways that 

acknowledge human solidarity.

Take 
Action!

 Environment
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