
 
 
 

 

7.2.4 
d  Sources of Power – Key      

 Individuals   Groups  Nations  
Sources of power  Physical strength  

Size  
Intelligence  
Knowledge  
Beauty/appearance   
Personality  
Popularity  
Talents  
Wealth  
Character  

Size – number of members  
Public support  
Support from established 
authority figures, laws   
Physical strength, talent  
Resources 
Knowledge  
Organization  
Advertising – media 
coverage   
 

Population  
Location  
Size/area  
Natural resources  
Energy sources 
Technology  
Military forces  
Weapons  
Historical influence  
Wealth  
Law and institutions  
Industrial development  
Social organization  
Stable government  
Allies, treaties 
Leaders  

Examples  Friends  
Youth leaders  
Movie stars, music stars, 
models  
Teachers, mentors, role 
models 

Student councils 
Youth groups  
Gangs  
Interest groups 
Political parties  
Sports teams  
Community action groups  

United States – wealth, 
military  
Japan – technology  
Britain – historical influence  

Examples of the 
positive use of 
power  
 
 
 
 

Cooperation to carry out 
a task  
Safe secure environment 
New people welcomed  
Leadership skills  
Open discussion 

Reliable media reports 
Action projects   
Social change 
 

Negotiation  
Disarmament  
Peace agreements  
Foreign aid  
Educational exchange 
programs  

Examples of the 
negative use of 
power  
 
 
 

Exclusion 
Bullying  
Rumours  
Fights  

Prejudice  
Exclusion  
Fights  
Threats 
Dominance   

Wars  
Invasions 
Threats  
Arms build-up  
Propaganda  

Tools to prevent 
abuse of power 
 
 
  
 

Stating opinions clearly  
Defending people who 
are being treated 
unjustly  
Communication  
Taking a stand 
Conflict resolution  
Reporting abuse 

Refusing to participate  
Refusing to observe 
Speaking out  
Voting for change  
Positive leadership skills, 
roles 
Reporting abuse  
Conflict resolution  

Treaties  
Non-violent protests  
United Nations  
International Organizations 
International aid, development 
Conflict resolution 
Disarmament  

 

 


