Grade 2: Lesson 1 (Part 1)
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Lesson 1: Growing (Part 1)
Cluster of Learning Outcomes

Students will…


K.5.2.E.1b  Describe how living things produce their offspring and care for their young (e.g., animal mating; providing food, warmth, shelter, and protection for babies; union of egg and sperm…).
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
Indicates targeted learning outcome. 
Lesson Focus

As a result of the learning activities within this lesson students will be able to

•
state that all living things mate to produce offspring

•
identify examples of how animals and humans care for the young

[image: image3.png]



Resources
Audiovisual

•
video of how animals care for their young

Print/Publications

•
pictures of animals (e.g., from magazines, newspapers, printouts of electronic sources)

•
story of how animals care for their young


Example of Story:

Berenstain, Stan, and Jan Berenstain. The Berenstain Bears’ New Baby. New York, NY: Random House, 1974.
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Notes to Teacher

Focus content on animal examples to help students understand where babies (animals and humans) come from.
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Be sensitive to students who come from different family configurations and who may not know who their biological parents are.

Curricular Connections

SC: 

Cluster 1—Growth and Changes in Animals (care for offspring)

2-1-08
Recognize that all animals can have offspring, and that offspring generally resemble their parents. 

2-1-09
Compare the appearance of young and mature animals of the same type.

2-1-10
Compare the length of time from birth to adulthood for humans and other animals.
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Family Involvement

•
Invite families to view/hear students’ research findings on the care of offspring.

•
Recommend a book about birth and the care of a new baby. 


Examples of Books: 

Hickling, Meg. Boys, Girls and Body Science: A First Book about Facts of Life. Illus. Kim LaFave. Madeira Park, BC: Harbour Publishing, 2002.
Sears, William, Martha Sears, and Christie Watts Kelly. Baby on the Way. Illus. Renée Andriani. Boston, MA: Little, Brown, 2001.

---. What Baby Needs. Illus. Renée Andriani. Boston, MA: Little, Brown, 2001.
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Suggestions for Instruction

1.
Read a story or view a video about animals having offspring and caring for their young. 


Alternative: 
Plan a field trip to a farm/zoo. Tell students that all living things produce offspring so that their species can survive.

2.
Have students brainstorm ways in which animals care for their young. List responses on the classroom board under three categories: Food, Shelter, and Protection.

3.
Discuss with students the names of different adult animals and their offspring (e.g., buck, doe, fawn, bull, cow, calf).

4.
Display on the wall a three-column poster with the following headings: Male, Female, and Offspring. Provide students with pictures of animals (e.g., from magazines, newspapers, printouts from electronic media) and have them cut out pictures and paste them onto the appropriate column of the poster. 

5.
Draw a Venn diagram on the board and highlight the similarities and differences among the male, female, and offspring of the same species. A human or animal example may be used.

6.
Have students select and research an animal of their choice (e.g., family pet) and present their findings on how it cares for its young. They may present their research in a format of their choice (e.g., poster, pamphlet, video, PowerPoint, poem, song, illustrated story).
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Suggestions for Assessment

Questioning/Interview
Teacher Assessment: Checklist

Use the following statements to interview students about their research findings:

1.
Explain how living things care for their young. Use an animal you know well as an example.

2.
Describe the ways in which different animals care for their young.

3.
Compare the ways in which various animals care for their young.

4.
Compare the ways in which animals and humans care for their young.

5.
Explain where you found your information.

Suggested Criteria:

•
Look for number of correct responses.

•
Ask students whether all living creatures produce young. Why? (So that species can survive.)

Notes

29

