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Background

The Manitoba Aboriginal Languages Strategy was 
established to “revitalize, retain and promote 7 Aboriginal 
languages in Manitoba”

Two Research Studies: 2018 & 2019*

Partners: Indigenous Inclusion Directorate of Manitoba, The 
Manitoba First Nations Education Resource Centre, University 
College of the North, Indigenous Languages of Manitoba and 
University of Manitoba

*See Appendix 8 – Summary of 2018-2019 MALS Reports’ Recommendations
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Background

2007
The United Nations 
Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples

2015
Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission Calls to 
Action

2015
Start of The Manitoba 
Aboriginal Languages 
Strategy (MALS) 
partnership

2019
Indigenous 
Languages Act

2019
National Inquiry into 
Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and 
Girls Report

2021
MALS partnered with the 
Government of Manitoba, 
post-secondary institutions 
and Aboriginal communities 
to conduct research on 
Aboriginal language 
teacher programs

2021–2022
Aboriginal Education 
Research Initiative
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Purpose of Research

Determine the needs of teachers 
to teach Indigenous Languages

Determine the number of 
students enrolled in the language 
courses/programs

Determine the needs of 
Indigenous languages teachers 
in postsecondary institutions 
from K–12

Determine the program needs for 
an Indigenous Language Teacher 
Training Program
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Introduction

Summary of Indigenous language teaching diploma and 
certificate programs

Overview of Indigenous Language Programs across 
Canada

Related research and available curricula for 
language training in Manitoba

Summary of the findings with the PSIs

Recommendations from PSIs interview sessions and 
meetings with MALS stakeholders
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Summary of Indigenous Languages Diploma and Certificate Programs in Canada

Table 1: Indigenous Language Teaching Diploma, Certificate Programs and University Courses

Diploma Certificate

Aurora College 

Lakehead University  

Nunavut Artic College  

Yellowhead Tribal College  

Yukon Language Centre  
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Overview of Indigenous Languages Degree Programs across Canada

Table 2: Bachelor’s Degree, Diploma, Certificate and Graduate Programs

Undergraduate  
(B. Ed./B. Arts)

Diploma/
Certificate Graduate Degree

Algoma University 

Blue Quills  

First Nations University 

Memorial University 

McGill University  

University of Alberta  

University of British Columbia 

University of New Brunswick  

University of Saskatchewan  

University of Victoria  
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Overview of Indigenous Languages Program in Manitoba

1	 University of Winnipeg

2	 University College  
	 of the North
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Summary of Research Findings

Table 3: Numbers of Students in Indigenous Language Courses and Respective Language Levels

Cree Language 
Course

Ojibwe Language 
Course

Michif Language 
Course

Total no. of 
students enrolled

University of Manitoba 55 students 
(Level 1, 2, 3)

100 students 
(Level 1, 2, 3)

30 students 
(Level 1, 2) 185

University of Winnipeg 9 students 
(Level 1, 2)

33 students 
(Level 1, 2) — 42

Brandon University 21 students 21 students — 42

Red River College 
Polytechnic 0 15 students 

(Level 1) — 15

University College 
of the North

107 students 
(1st & 2nd year) — — 107
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Aboriginal Language Teacher Certificate Training Programs

2 out of 5 
Post-secondary institutions in Manitoba

UNIVERSITY OF 
WINNIPEG

1 certificate 
Indigenous 
Languages Teacher 
Education Program

UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE 
OF THE NORTH*

1 certificate 
Ininimowin

*	 Information obtained from website and 
telephone conversation with UCN staff 
member.
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Aboriginal Language Programs/Courses in Manitoba

Cree, Ojibwe, Dakota and/
or Michif language courses 
(all 5 PSI’s)

PENT (Brandon University)/
Kenanow (UCN)

Language and cultural support 
by Elders/Knowledge Keepers 
(all 5 PSI’s)

Indigenous Languages 
Certificate: Ojibwe and Cree 
(Red River College Polytechnic)
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Professional Development for Indigenous Language Education at PSIs

10-day language session  
for Dakota instructors/teachers

Indigenous Languages Featured 
(e.g. Michif Language)

Language courses offered to Cree 
language staff in partnership 
with a First Nations Education 
Authority during the summer

Participation in Indigenous 
language conferences/workshops



14

Preliminary Recommendations from PSIs and MALS Partners

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

CALLS TO ACTION

Student Numbers and 
Aboriginal Language Courses

Aboriginal Language Teacher 
Training Programs

Aboriginal Language Programs

Professional Development Sessions

Internal and External Partnerships

Staffing

Funding and Resources



15

1. Student Numbers and Language Courses

Advertise programs 
on websites to attract 
more students

Establish and clearly 
communicate an 
application process with 
enrollment deadlines

Develop Indigenous 
language curriculum
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“Having this type of program 
delivered in a hybrid model of 

in-person and online would also 
allow students in First Nations 

communities or from the UW’s Walls 
to Bridges program to access this 

type of program.”

(University of Winnipeg, 2021)
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2. Aboriginal Language Teacher Training Programs

Develop a program specific to teaching Indigenous 
languages in Manitoba

Develop and deliver joint Indigenous language teaching 
programs

Offer teacher training programs in Indigenous 
languages

Develop courses as a base for a new program 
proposal to Teaching Indigenous Languages

Adopt frameworks for recognizing Indigenous 
knowledge and body of work as credential equivalents
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3. Aboriginal Language Programs

Develop frameworks for recognizing 
Indigenous knowledge and body of 
work as credential equivalents

Establish program laddering 
from certificate programs to 
bachelor degrees

Establish joint degree programs for 
Indigenous language teachers, language 
revitalization strategists/consultants, 
policy developers and analysts, linguistics, 
translators and transcribers

Meet community needs of 
schools offering Indigenous 
language courses or programs
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4. Professional Development Sessions

Recognize former language and land-based experiences as 
well as other prior professional/training opportunities

Enhance training in the development of Aboriginal 
language yearly, unit and lesson planning

Develop Indigenous language benchmarks and 
K–12 language resources
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5. Internal and External Partnerships (1/2)

Cooperation between instructors to make language 
lessons laddering equivalent

Joint degree or an articulation agreement between 
postsecondary institutions

Collaborate and partner with postsecondary institutions 
and First Nations
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“Prioritize the work necessary 
to establish agreements with 

[other universities] for students in 
Indigenous language programs to 
transfer language credits between 

campuses. This will require 
policy agreements and ongoing 

collaboration between departments.”
(University of Manitoba, 2021)
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5. Internal and External Partnerships (2/2)

Cooperation between departments when scheduling 
courses

Interdepartmental collaboration to create a consortium 
approach to programming

Direct community involvement with postsecondary 
institutions

Development of a certification process
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6. Staffing

Employ first language 
speakers in residence 
and events on language 
revitalization

Hire other sessional 
instructors/professors 
as part of a three-year 
progression

Develop additional full- 
time faculty/instructor 
positions teaching 
Indigenous languages
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7. Funding and Resources

Full time faculty positions to 
teach Indigenous Languages and 
for Aboriginal Language Teacher 
Education Programs

Establish a Centre for 
Indigenous Languages
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Recommendations from University of Winnipeg  
Teaching Indigenous Languages Program

Teaching Indigenous 
Languages Framework

Teaching as “an additional 
language methodology”

Project based Learning Applied Learning

Develop Indigenous Languages 
Learning Benchmarks and 
methods of Assessment

Opportunity to Learn and 
be a student of another 
Indigenous Language
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Next Steps

Continue data collection and 
data analysis

Report additional findings 
and final recommendations – 
calls to action

Work with partners and sectors 
on areas of action
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Miigwech!

Ekosani! Maarsii!

Masi choo!

Pidamaya Ye!

Naqumik!

Kinanahkomin!

Thank you!
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